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Johnston joins 3-town regional animal shelter

By RORY SCHULER

Three towns are stronger than
one.

That’s the philosophy behind
a move to consolidate animal
shelters in Johnston, Smithfield
and North Providence.

The three towns plan to com-
bine forces and share a newly

constructed animal shelter.

In December, Johnston Town
Council approved a resolution
authorizing Mayor Joseph M.
Polisena to enter into an agree-
ment with Smithfield and North
Providence to operate a region-
al Animal Shelter, rather than
three separate town-located fa-
cilities.

COMPLIMENTARY

“Quite frankly, if we had to
build a building, it would prob-
ably cost at least a million and
a half or more, by the time we
found the land,” Polisena told
Town Council at its December
meeting. “Guess where we have
to go looking for the land. Prob-
ably near the landfill. You can’t
put this in a neighborhood obvi-

Rise

ously. And the land up there is
not cheap. That’s for sure.”

The shelter is expected to be
built at 900 Smithfield Road in
North Providence, according to
Polisena.

The former North Providence
Animal Shelter has been razed.

“The Town of North Provi-
dence is happy to announce

Friday, December 31, 2021

that demolition of the old ani-
mal shelter has begun,” accord-
ing to an August post on the
North Providence Town web-
site. “This is the first major on-
site step towards the construc-
tion of the new multi-town
facility.”

u SHELTER - PAGE 4

Johnston
native
turns Tik-
Tok BBQ
influencer
and ‘Next
Level’ chef

By EMMA BARTLETT

t’s difficult to gain 1.6 million Tik-
Tok followers, however it's debat-
ably even tougher to beat out 50,000
people for a spot on a nationally
televised cooking show.

Johnston native Gary Marandola Jr., 33,
has achieved both.

Marandola, who grew up on Atwood
Avenue in a house that could be seen from
space when lit up for Christmas, attended
Sarah Dyer Barnes School, Nicholas A. Ferri
Middle School, and Johnston High School.
Now residing in Woonsocket, Marandola
first took to TikTok — the video-focused so-
cial media app — last November.

He grew up with his father teaching him
how to make scrambled eggs and macaroni
and cheese and eventually learned to grill.

Due to his love for cooking and needing
to step away from what he calls the “toxic”
Facebook environment, Marandola upload-
ed comedic cooking videos to TikTok.

At first, they seemed to get nowhere. Ma-
randola then decided to add a shtick — tak-
ing on a Boston accent while teaching peo-
ple how to cook.

The video went viral overnight and, on
Dec. 19, 2020, Marandola woke up to 12,000

SNACK ON THIS: Johnston native Gary Marandola Jr. gained 1.6 million TikTok followers for his BBQ chef videos and will €W followers. Now, Marandola may not
appear on Fox's new show “Next Level Chef!" (Photos courtesy of Gary Marandola) [ | BBO. - PAGE 11

Johnston man charged after VT police
chase and crash with child in front seat

By RORY SCHULER
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IN
CUSTODY:
William
Yediares
faces multiple
charges follow-
| ing a Vermont
State

Police pursuit
and crash.
(Photo cour-
tesy Vermont
State

Police)

to police.

“Troopers found this vehicle shortly after it turned
around, and it was identified as a black 2016 Chevy
Colorado,” police wrote in the news release. “Troopers
observed this vehicle driving in a dangerous manner
that presented a substantial risk to public safety and
suspected the operator was impaired.”

Police tried to stop the pick-up truck as it crossed
Caledonia County lines into Barton, Vermont, before it
crashed with airbag deployment, according to police.

Vermont State Police arrested a Johnston man the day
after Christmas, for driving the wrong way, allegedly
intoxicated, with a six-year-old child unbuckled in the
front seat.

At 9:33 p.m., Sunday, Dec. 26, the St. Johnsbury, Ver-
mont State Police barracks received several calls about
a wrong way driver heading south on Interstate 91 in
the Northbound lane in Sheffield, according to a VSP
news release. Vermont State Police identified the driver as William

Vermont State Troopers responded to the area and Yediares, 39, of Johnston, Rhode Island.
discovered the vehicle had turned around and started
driving northbound in the northbound lane, according " CRASH - PAGE 5
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ANSWER TO THIS
WEEK'’S PUZZLE:
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Guarantee’, Sump Pumps,
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CALLUS

401-541-5985 |
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or mobhile at your location
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pricing & incentive
programs

for long term use.
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YARD DEBRIS,
JUNK REMOVAL and MORE!

10, 15, 20 & 30 yard containers placed at your location
Call for pricing and availability.

401.626.8737 or 401.837.0048

SCITUATE OIL CO., INC.

« Residential
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« Discount Fuel Oil
« Heating Assistance Vendor

~ SENIOR CITIZENS DISCOUNT -
Gift Certificates Available « M/C & Visa « Lic. #172

ASPIRE
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' 1 Y L.*
Dr, Jason Michaels ~ Dr. Matthew Willett ~ Dr. Amylynne Frankel
MD, FAAD, Mahs Surgeon MD, FAAD

Jennifer Fisher
MMSC, PA-C

April Brosnan
FNP-C

AspireDermatology.com
Call 401.239.1800

for Same Day Appointments
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DISGRACEFULLY

‘Cuz gettin’ old is gettin’ old

To our Fans,
With the COVID uptick causing problems

and with our audiences’ safety foremost in mind,

some of our shows over the next few weeks may

be postponed until things settle down. We

apologize for any inconvenience. Please check

out our website for updates.

agingdisgracefully.net (1o1) 288-1188

After a tough two years, vague
school shooting threats have
some Johnston parents worried

Rl school leaders reach out to parents, while local
police increase security presence in nation’s schools

By RORY SCHULER

As if sending your kid to
school wasn’t tough enough late-
ly, a vague nationwide shooting
threat further increased parental
paranoia across Johnston and
beyond.

“I didn’t send my kids!” wrote
parent Lori Nascimento. “Ex-
treme reaction? Maybe! But I
had peace of mind!”

Nascimento was not alone.

“Our school was already
closed, but I would not have
sent them today,” Johnston par-
ent Nicki Pace wrote.

“Perfect paranoia is perfect

awareness,” said Shalon Ste-
phens.
Some parents — either con-

ceding the threat was very like-
ly only a hoax and/or trusting
school administrators and po-
lice to ensure no violence would
ensue — decided to proceed as
normal.

“My son is in school,” said
parent Tom DiSano.

“My kids are in school today,”
added Taressa McMahon.

The week preceding the start
of Christmas break was packed
with stress. The buses shut down
for a day due to quarantining,
but were suddenly reactivated.

The Sarah Dyer Barnes Ele-
mentary School shut down fol-
lowing a significant COVID-19
outbreak. School leaders hope
Barnes will re-open after the
holiday break.

And then, to cap the week,
parents had to decide whether
to send their kids to school after
they were informed of an online
school shooting threat.

The much publicized, though
unspecific threat of mass school
shootings on social media trig-
gered a message to parents
from school administrators and
increased police presence in
schools across the Ocean State.

School districts and police
across Rhode Island investigat-
ed the online posts, which ap-
peared to threaten non-specific
targets with school shootings on
Friday, Dec. 17.

For Johnston’s schools, it
wasn’t the first time. In fact, it
wasn’t the first time this year.
It was the second vague mass
school shooting threat in less
than two months.

Oct. 28 was a difficult day for
Johnston High School, which
went into lockdown after a stu-
dent allegedly threatened to
“shoot up the school.”

That threat was the first of two

discovered that day.

“On Thursday, Oct. 28, the
Johnston Police Department ar-
rested a juvenile male student
at Johnston Senior High School
following an investigation into
threats made at the school,” ac-
cording to a statement provided
by Johnston Police Chief Joseph
P. Razza later that day.

School officials and police
were compelled to investigate
not one, but two separate threat-
related incidents at the school
that day.

And although both threats
were found to be unrelated and
likely not credible, according to
Johnston Schools Superinten-
dent Dr. Bernard DiLullo Jr., the
second shut down the school for
the day.

The student who allegedly
made the initial verbal threat
was removed from the school
by police, arrested, and charged
with disorderly conduct, accord-
ing to Johnston Police.

By the time the school was in
lockdown, school administra-
tors were informed of the sec-
ond separate threat, discovered
by students on social media.

“In light of the other incident,
it was taken very seriously. The
message, which I believe was
posted on SnapChat, appeared
to be an individual threaten-
ing to come in and shoot up the
schools and shoot four admin-
istrators,” DiLullo explained
in October. “After discussing it
with police, the threat appeared
to be text that has been traveling
around a number of high schools
in several states.”

State Police brought a bomb
and gun-sniffing K-9 officer to
the school, but no firearms or
explosives were discovered, Di-
Lullo said.

“Later Thursday morning
(Oct. 28), a threatening social
media post was discovered and
brought to the school’s atten-
tion,” according to Johnston Po-
lice. “Out of abundance of cau-
tion, a decision was made by the
Johnston School Department to
dismiss the high school students
at 10 a.m. Again, this threat was
deemed not credible and unsub-
stantiated.”

According to DiLullo and Raz-
za, the incidents only affected
the high school.

The Dec. 17 threats, however,
were so vague that they not only
touched each Johnston school,
but also multiple towns in mul-
tiple states.

North Providence Superin-

tendent Joseph Goho also sent
a message to that town’s school
community.

“As you may be aware from
recent media reports, informa-
tion has been circulating in
other states and nationally on
various social media platforms
such as TikTok, concerning
threats against schools on Dec.
17,” Goho wrote. “Please be as-
sured that we have been in fre-
quent contact with the North
Providence Police Department,
and although there have been
no specific threats involving any
(Rhode Island) school, the mat-
ter is being treated seriously.
NPPD is working proactively
with the school department,
and has implemented appropri-
ate action steps in response to
the information. If you have any
questions or concerns, please
feel free to contact your child’s
principal directly.”

Johnston Schools Assistant Su-
perintendent Julie-anne Zarrella
emailed parents regarding the
Dec. 17 threat.

“There are TikTok videos cir-
culating throughout the coun-
try suggesting that there will be
school shootings on Dec. 17,”
Zarrella wrote to parents. “The
Rhode Island Fusion Center fol-
lows a variety of communica-
tion outlets to assess threats to
our state. At this time, no real
threats have been recognized.
We have spoken with the John-
ston Police Department and con-
cur that while no evidence sug-
gests that there is any danger to
our students or staff, out of an
abundance of caution (there will
be an increased police) presence
around the schools.”

After a week of virus-induced
turmoil, parents took to Face-
book Thursday night and Friday
morning voicing frustrations
with what seems to be an ever-
growing onslaught of stress con-
nected to sending children to
school.

“Parents should have age-
appropriate conversations with
their children about the various
threats and challenges that are
circulating on social media and
particularly on TikTok,” Zarrel-
la wrote to parents. “In the last
couple of weeks, students have
damaged fairly new chairs with
one particular challenge. While
chairs can be repaired or re-
placed, other challenges may be
dangerous or may put others in
danger. Threats of any form will
be taken seriously and may lead
to disciplinary or police action.”

This story first appeared on

johnstonsunrise.net
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SUPER SPECIAL SOUNDS: JHS Music Department Ron Lamoureux leads the Panther band during the recently and highly-entertaining Christmas Concert. (Submitted

photos)

Johnston High Music Department thrills crowd with Christmas Concert

By PETE FONTAINE

If the appreciative au-
dience of 250-plus people
who took in the Johnston
High School Music De-
partment’s 2021 Christ-
mas Concert closed their
eyes, they probably could
have envisioned sitting
inside the Providence Per-
forming Arts Center or
Trinity Repertory Theater.

In short, the sounds
were what people like
Johnston School Com-
mittee Chairman Robert
LaFazia and other town
officials as well as proud
parents concurred: “were
smooth, special and super
and professionally pre-
sented and performed by
a group of multi-talented
(JHS) musicians and vo-
calists.”

As the Ron Lamoureux-
directed JHS band closed
out an extraordinarily en-
tertaining evening with
Larry Kirchner’s ener-
getic arrangement of “I
Saw Three Ships” that re-
sulted in a well-deserved
standing ovation, several
people emphasized while
leaving the JHS audito-
rium: “It's no wonder this

earned a national award-
winning reputation.”
Everyone — from vol-
unteer Tech Club mem-
bers who helped with
various set changes to
members of the Tri-M Mu-
sic Honor Society serving
as ushers and handed out
programs, the Johnston
School Music Association
members who performed
a myriad of duties, to Tim
Hecker, a student-teacher
who took the podium and
directed two movements
of Randall D. Standridge’s
“Christmas Village” — the
night was a five-star plus

performance.
It was an event dur-
ing which the wvocal

groups of Chorus-Choir
Director Matt Gingras’
talented troupers were
well-received and as
Lamoureux offered: “Ev-
eryone should be proud
of these two ensembles
tonight.”

Likewise, the Treble
Choir took the stage and
stepped up with Mozart’s
Veni Sancte Spiritus and
the beautiful “Where the
Light Begins” by Ola Gjei-
lo, there were more rave
reviews for the large Con-
cert Chorus that closed

out the first half of the
show with “That’s Christ-
mas to Me” arranged by
Mark Brymer.

And that, and more, all
happened on a night that
began with preparations
as soon as Homecoming
was over and, in fact, had
several interruptions such
as the JHS freshmen not
being allowed to play a
single note last year be-
cause of COVID-19, but
worked tirelessly and
reached new levels for this
year’s Christmas Concert.

Perhaps Lamoureux,
who has led the JHS Mu-
sic Department to among
the all-time best in Rhode
Island, said it best about
the undergrads who par-
ticipate in the Panther
program.

“The attitudes have
been excellent and we
have some great leader-
ship from our veterans
who have been eager to
guide the way for our
younger musicians,” he
offered. “Everyone is ex-
tremely proud of what
we've been able accom-
plish to this point of the
school year.”

Take senior Mackenzie
Hanna, who welcomed

music department has

=

VALUABLE VOCALISTS: Risca Soth, Joshua Galeas, Willson El Hague, Fuji Kane
and Samantha DiMaio were among the talented student vocalists who treated an
audience of 250 people plus to a Christmas Concert extraordinaire.

the audience and the
Concert Chorus that that
opened the show with
“White Winter Hym-
nal” that Lamouerux
said was made popular
by Pentatonix and led
the group during “Veni,
Veni, Emmanuel” by

BRING IN THE NEW YEAR WITH

A SMARTER CHOICE IN INSURANCE

Call me today for a no-obligation quote!

401.884.2200

Steven Botwick
Your Local Agent
InsuranceRatesRl.com

£

FARMERS

INSURANCE

=l e

Michael John Trotta and
“Glow” by Eric Whitta-
cre who is a favorite of
Mgr. Gingras; she was
wonderful.”

There were many oth-
er special stars in the
show, such as senior Vic-
tor Fragoso tuned up the

band followed by Lamou-
ruex taking the stage and
leading the musicians in
“Winter Wonderland”
arranged by Mike Story
then followed up with a
setting of an old French
carol “Un Flambeau Jea-
nette Isabella.”
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m LIFE
® CONDO

CURRENT SAVINGS
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Your local Farmers agent currently
offers savings for:

® AUTO
® BUSINESS
B RENTERS

Restrictions apply. Discounts may vary. Not available in all states.
See your agent for details. Insurance is underwritten by Farmers
Insurance Exchange and other affiliated insurance companies. Visit

available in all states.

farmers.com for a complete listing of companies. Not all insurers
are authorized to provide insurance in all states. Coverage is not

Life Insurance issued by Farmers New World Life Insurance
Company, 3120 139th Ave. SE, Ste. 300, Bellevue, WA 98005.
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m Shelter

(Continued from page 1)

North Providence
Mayor Charles Lom-
bardi has estimated the
shelter will cost about
$800,000, according
to published reports.
Plans call for a modern
6,000 square foot build-

ing.
Three towns have
agreed to share the

burden of day-to-day
maintenance, upkeep,
staffing and food costs.

“The Town of John-
ston, Town of Smith-
field and Town of
North Providence shall
provide an adequately
trained animal care
staff of sufficient size
to provide all services
required under this
agreement,” accord-
ing to the resolution
unanimously passed by
Johnston Town Coun-
cil. “The municipalities
shall provide adequate
feed, water, shelter,
space, care, routine
treatment to all animals
housed at the Shel-
ter. Animal quarters
shall be sanitized and
cleaned daily.”

The initial agreement
covers a term of 25
years (through 2046).
After two and a half

www.cranstonmecu.org

CME CU’s FREE CHECKING ACCOUNT
has no minimum balance, never has a
monthly or annual service charge!

SPEND, SAVE & EARN
the CME CU WAY!

FREE CHECKING!

Become a member Today!

Bl

decades, Smithfield,
North Providence and
Johnston will have the
option to renew their
agreement for an addi-
tional 20-year term.

Polisena and Lombar-
di have been discuss-
ing the consortium for
months.

“When Mayor Lom-
bardi knocked down
the animal control
building in North Prov-
idence and started con-
struction of a new one
... that’s when it started
getting much more seri-
ous. And we’ve got to
move forward.”

The towns  have
agreed to provide a sys-
tem to monitor medical
and other information
on each sheltered ani-
mal.

The towns will split
the responsibility of
each animal brought
into the shelter, accord-
ing to where the animal
is found.

“All stray and confis-
cated animals depos-
ited at the shelter by
each municipality and
private citizens shall
remain the responsibil-
ity of the originating
be properly identified
at the shelter by such
originating town.”

The towns plan to
“maintain a record of
surrender of all stray

animals brought to the
shelter by private citi-
zens, including a signa-
ture to a statement that
the animal is not owned
by the person present-
ing the animal, and ev-
ery effort will be made
to confirm the circum-
stances of these stray
animal situations with
the Municipal Animal
Control Officers.”

If an animal found in
one of the three towns
is badly hurt or sick,
the animal control offi-
cers will be tasked with
seeking emergency vet-
erinary care “for se-
verely injured animals
prior to depositing the
animal at the shelter.”

For strays, all three
towns will receive cop-
ies of paperwork docu-
menting the “date and
time said animal was
deposited, by whom,
picked up under what

conditions, and other
pertinent  descriptive
data.”

The three towns will
also “jointly maintain
the responsibility for
the collection of pen-
alties and fines” from
owners found to be in
violation of animal or-
dinances.

“On a weekly basis,
all fees collected shall
paid over to the North
Providence Finance De-

Earns interest on balances over $500.

It's the one account that delivers it all.

PLUS!

* Earn interest on balances of $500 or more
* FREE use of over 55,000 surcharge FREE ATMs worldwide
* FREE use of CME CU'’s and 5,900 shared branch locations

nationwide
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PWRcell, Generac'’s fully-integrated
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REQUEST A FREE QUOTE!

ACT NOW
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partment,” according
to the agreement. “The
Treasurer of the Town
of North Providence
shall make a record of
the same. All fees col-
lected shall be main-
tained in a separate
account and shall be
utilized in connection
with the maintenance
and upkeep associated
with the regional ani-
mal control facility.”
The towns will coop-
erate on an adoption
program at the shelter.
“The adoption pro-
gram shall be conduct-
ed to ensure humane,

permanent homes
for animals with pre-
adoption screening

performed as appropri-
ate,” according to the
three-town agreement.

The agreement also
tackles animal eutha-
nasia.

The towns will offer
healthy animals to new
owners for adoption.
However, animals that
are deemed a danger to
“public safety or wel-
fare” will be killed us-
ing “methods approved
by the State Veterinar-
ian.”

The agreement does
not address what will
happen to animals that
are healthy but not ad-
opted.

Private citizens will

be permitted to view
“accurate records of all
animals impounded or
turned over to it” dur-
ing the animal control
facility’s normal busi-
ness hours (8:30 a.m.
to 4:30 p.m., Monday
through Friday).

The mayors of North
Providence and John-
ston, and the Town
Manager of Smithfield,
will each appoint two
individuals to serve as
liaisons, in a committee
that will meet at least
once per year.

Johnston and Smith-
field will each contrib-
ute an initial sum of
$350,000 toward the
construction and op-
eration of the Regional
Animal Control Shelter
(paid in installments;
$5,800 monthly for the
first five years).

“Every five (5) years,
the Mayors and Town
Managers of the (towns)
shall reopen the consid-
eration matter specific
to reasonable prora-
tions of costs associat-
ed maintenance, opera-
tions, utilities, repairs,
capital improvements,
or other such costs,”
according to the agree-
ment.

“To clarify, it will be
about $5,800 to $5,900
a month for five years,
then we’ve paid off our

obligation,” Polisena
told Town Council on

Dec. 13. “However,
while we're paying
this, keep in mind,

we're still going to be
responsible for split-
ting a third of all the
costs — heat, lights,
animal food, cat food,
whatever they have to
buy. Which I think is
more than fair.

Each town will be re-
sponsible for one-third
of the overhead costs,
including monthly util-
ity payments like elec-
tricity, gas, internet,
phone and water.

“You split it three
ways,” Polisena said. “I
think it’s a win-win.”

“However, each of
the (towns) is solely re-
sponsible for their own
staff and vehicles,”
the agreement states.
“Costs should always
be managed such that
each municipality sole-
ly covers the expenses
of items and services
not jointly consumed
by all Parties.”

The North Provi-
dence Finance Depart-
ment will track the
costs and invoice each
town for expenses.

“I think this works
for all of us,” Polisena
said. “I think it’s a fab-
ulous idea.”

NP SHELTER RAZED: In August, the Town of North Providence posted this photo

announcing, “that demolition of the old animal shelter has begun! They called the
teardown Johnston, Smithfield and North Providence's “first major onsite step to-
wards the construction of the new multi-town facility” (Photo courtesy North Provi-

dence)

NEW SHELTER: The Regional Animal Shelter for Johnston, Smithfield and North

Providence is expected to be built at 900 Smithfield Road in North Providence. (Sun

Rise photo by Rory Schuler)
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High Intensity Drug Trafficking Area a crash
Task Force investigation yields three
arrests in Providence and Cranston

By RORY SCHULER

Rhode Island State Po-
lice seized more than 40
kilograms of fentanyl and
arrested three on drug
and weapons charges af-
ter a High Intensity Drug
Trafficking Area (HIDTA)
Task Force investigation in
Cranston and Providence.

Col. James Manni, Su-
perintendent of the Rhode
Island State Police and Com-
missioner of the Department
of Public Safety, said the Task
Force arrested three on nar-
cotics and weapons charges
on Wednesday, Dec. 22.

“The Rhode Island
State Police/High Inten-
sity Drug Trafficking Area
(HIDTA) Task Force initiat-
ed an investigation regard-
ing individuals who were
allegedly involved in a
drug trafficking operation
in the greater Providence
Area,” according to a press
release. “Court authorized
search warrants were ob-
tained for residences lo-
cated in the cities of Crans-
ton and Providence. These
court authorized search
warrants were executed
by members of the High
Intensity Drug Trafficking
Area (HIDTA) Task Force,
along with members of the
Providence Police Intelli-
gence Unit.”

HIDTA reported the
seizure of 41 kilograms of
fentanyl, 67.7 grams of co-
caine, $20,545 in cash, two
Polymer80 Ghost Guns,
five vehicles, scales and
packaging material used
in the distribution of ille-
gal narcotics, according to
a state police press release.

Police arrested Angel
Camilo, 21, 0f 918 Cranston
St., Cranston, and charged
him with the following
offenses: Possession with
the Intent to Deliver in
Excess of 1 Kilogram of
a Schedule II Controlled
Substance (Fentanyl), Pos-
session with the Intent to
Deliver a Schedule II Con-
trolled Substance (Fen-
tanyl), Possession with the
Intent to Deliver 1 ounce to
1 kilogram of a Schedule II
Controlled Substance (Co-
caine), Possession with the
Intent to Deliver a Sched-
ule IT Controlled Substance
(Cocaine), Controlled Sub-
stance Conspiracy, and
Possession of a Ghost Gun.

Police arrested Miguel
Jimenez Cruz, 26, of 330
Narragansett St.,  Sec-
ond floor, Cranston, and
charged him with the
following offenses: Pos-
session with the Intent
to Deliver in Excess of 1
Kilogram of a Schedule
[I Controlled Substance
(Fentanyl), Possession
with the Intent to Deliver
a Schedule II Controlled
Substance (Fentanyl), Pos-
session with the Intent to
Deliver 1 ounce to 1 ki-
logram of a Schedule II
Controlled Substance (Co-
caine), Possession with the
Intent to Deliver a Sched-
ule IT Controlled Substance
(Cocaine), Controlled Sub-
stance Conspiracy and
Possession of a Ghost Gun.

AR UNIY
OFF THE STREET: HIDTA reported the seizure of 41
kilograms of fentanyl, 67.7 grams of cocaine, $20,545
in cash, two Polymer80 Ghost Guns, five vehicles,
scales and packaging material used in the distribution
of illegal narcotics, according to a state police press
release. (Photos courtesy Rhode Island State Police)

Police also arrested Luz
Jimenez Regalado, 24, of
73 Gallatin St., Third floor,
Providence, and charged
her with the following of-
fenses: Possession with the
Intent to Deliver in Excess
of 1 Kilogram of a Sched-
ule IT Controlled Substance
(Fentanyl), Possession
with the Intent to Deliver
a Schedule II Controlled
Substance (Fentanyl), Pos-
session with the Intent to
Deliver 1 ounce to 1 ki-
logram of a Schedule II
Controlled Substance (Co-
caine), Possession with the
Intent to Deliver a Sched-
ule IT Controlled Substance
(Cocaine), and Controlled
Substance Conspiracy.

According to state po-
lice, all three individuals
were arraigned at Sixth
District Court and after
their appearance all three
individuals were held
without bail pending fur-
ther court dates.

“A person found guilty
of Possession with the In-
tent to Deliver in Excess of
1 Kilogram of a Schedule
II Controlled Substance
— Fentanyl may be sub-
ject to a fine of not more
than one million dollars
($1,000,000) or imprisoned

for a term up to life,” ac-
cording to a Rhode Island
State Police press release.
“A person found guilty of
Possession with the Intent
to Deliver 1 oz- 1 kilogram
of a Schedule IT Controlled
Substance — Cocaine upon
conviction, may be im-
prisoned for not more
than thirty (30) years, or
fined not more than one
hundred thousand dollars
($100,000) nor less than
three thousand dollars
($3,000), or both.”

And a defendant found
guilty of Possession of a
Ghost Gun may face up a
$10,000 fine, and impris-
onment of not more than
ten (10) years, or both.

“The HIDTA Task Force
is managed by the Rhode
Island State Police,” ac-
cording to the press re-
lease. “It is comprised of
members from the Rhode
Island State Police, Provi-
dence Police Department,
North Providence Police
Department, Lincoln Po-
lice Department, Middle-
town Police Department,
Bristol Police Department,
Narragansett, Police De-
partment and Rhode Is-
land National Guard.”

LEGAL NoOTICES

Request for Proposals
Town of Johnston

Masonry and Interior Wall Construction
Rainone Gym

The Town of Johnston is requesting bids for Masonry and Interior
Wall Construction- Rainone Gym. Bid specifications are available
at the Johnston Town Clerk’s Office located at 1385 Hartford
Avenue, Johnston, RI 02919 beginning December 31st, 2021
weekdays between the hours of 8:30 am to 4:30 pm, subject to
State Holidays. Specs are also available on the Town’s website at
www.townofjohnstonri.com. There will be a mandatory pre-bid
conference at the Rainone Gym, 45 Mill Street, Johnston, Rl 02919
on January 5th, 2022 at 9:00 am. Sealed bids will be accepted until
10:00 am, January 12th, 2022 at the Johnston Town Clerk’s Office
at the above address and will be opened publicly at that time. The
Town of Johnston reserves the right to reject any or all responses
or parts thereof, to waive any informality in them,
or accept any bid deemed in the best interest of the Town. The
Town of Johnston will offer interpreters for the hearing impaired
provided the request is at least three (3) days prior to scheduled
bid opening by calling (401)553-8830.
Joseph Chiodo, CPA
Finance Director

12/31/21

(Continued from page 1)

According to the VSP
news release, Yediares “ex-
ited the vehicle he showed
signs of impairment and
resisted arrest.”

Following the arrest, po-
lice found a six-year old
child in the front passen-
ger seat, without a child
restraint or seatbelt, ac-
cording to the VSP news
release.

“The juvenile suffered
minor injuries and was
transported to  North
Country Hospital,” police
said. “Yediares was trans-
ported to Northeastern
Vermont Regional Hospital
for minor injuries before
being lodged at Northeast
Regional Correctional Cen-
ter on $10,000 bail.”

Police charged Yediares
with several criminal of-
fenses, including Resist-
ing Arrest, Attempting to
Elude, Cruelty to a Child,
Gross Negligent Operation
and Suspicion of DUL

The charges were filed
in Caledonia and Orleans
counties.

“This incident is still
under investigation pend-
ing further charges,” ac-
cording to Vermont State
Police.

CAREGIVER’S NEEDED
NURSE/CNA/CAREGIVER
ELDERLY PERSON - JOHNSTON
401-529-3111
CASH PAYMENT

$1000 BONUS STIPEND PAID TO VENDORS UPON
COMPLETION OF 2021-2022 WINTER SEASON

PLEASE CONTACT DPW DIRECTOR FOR DETAILS

THE TOWN OF JOHNSTON IS NOW ACCEPTING APPLICA-
TIONS FOR SNOW PLOWING AND SANDING SERVICES.
INTERESTED PARTIES MAY PICK UP AN APPLICATION
AT THE DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC WORKS, 100 IRONS
AVENUE, JOHNSTON, RI 02919.

FOR MORE INFORMATION PLEASE CALL 231-4000 EXT.
4189.

JOSEPH M. POLISENA
MAYOR

ROBERT PARKER
PUBLIC WORKS DIRECTOR

Advertise Today!
To place your ad, call 732-

3100

\ |~ Attention Rhode Island Licensed Electricians

You owe it to yourself to not let another year pass
by without speaking with IBEW Local 99 about your future

IBEW Local 99 had labored hard for over 100 years to provide every opportunity
for all RI Licensed Electricians and Rl Indentured Apprentices
that are available to you, regardless of affiliation. At IBEW Local 99, we will
continue to promote safe projects and industry growth that will keep that
momentum going for all who work in the trade for many decades to come.

It is time for you to guarantee yourself and your family:
Prevailing wage on every project you work on
No deduction from your paycheck for the best healthcare available
No deduction from your paycheck for your two rock solid pensions
No deduction from your paycheck for your amazing retirement annuity
No deduction from your paycheck for all the cutting edge education you wish
Membership in an organization to advocate for you on every level

If your boss has told you joining the Union is a bad idea for you...
no worries, just insist they compensate you with the wages and benefits
you are clearly worth, or come talk to Local 99 when you have decided to live better.

It is your choice to join with us or not, but the conversation will benefit you greatly

myfuture@ibew99.org

401-946-9900

/r

Gr.ow OrL

heat your home for less

401-475-9955

www. GlowOil.com

Everyday Low Prices
on Heating Oil and
Service Repair

1\
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FELONY ASSAULT

At 10:57 p.m., Nov. 18, Johnston
Police responded to the area of Vitos
Express Inc., for a report of a stabbing
that had just occurred. While patrol-
ling the area, Johnston Police Officer
Ashley Vanbemmelen found the vic-
tim in front of Seasons Corner Mar-
ket, 525 Killingly St.

The victim was bleeding heavily
from the face and back, according to
police, but was also uncooperative
and would not give police any sus-
pect information.

Vanbemmelen wrote in the police
incident report that the victim had
a large cut on his left cheek and an
open wound on his upper back. The
Johnston Fire Department rendered
aid and transported him to Rhode Is-
land Hospital.

While at Rhode Island Hospital, the
victim continued to be coherent, ac-
cording to the incident report.

“When asked if there was anyone
else involved he refused to give any
information, but mentioned a woman
being involved in the incident,” Van-
bemmelen wrote.

Johnston Police responded to a Ma-
ria Avenue address to investigate the
incident.

“We observed the front door shades
to be damaged, possibly from a
physical altercation and bloody foot
prints inside the residence,” Vanbem-
melen wrote. “Unsure if there was
another person injured inside, and
for the safety of others, we contacted
JED for a breach of the front door. A
search of the house for injured indi-
viduals came up negative, however,
a substantial amount of blood was
observed in every room of the house
along with other signs of significant
disturbance. Due to the victim’s un-
willingness to cooperate with the in-
vestigation, the case will be closed
pending further investigation. The
door was later resecured.”

At 1:02 p.m., Nov. 22, police showed
the victim a photographic line-up,
and he identified one of the individu-
als in the photo array as the person
who assaulted him.

At 8:30 a.m., Dec. 16, Johnston Po-
lice responded to the Rhode Island
State Police Lincoln Barracks and took
custody of the suspect, Alton J. Wil-
liams, of 52 Gillooly Drive, Warwick,
and charged him with a felony charge
of Assault with a Deadly Weapon.

Williams was transported back to
Johnston Police Headquarters, pro-
cessed and later transported to Third
District Court for arraignment.

POSSESSION WITH INTENT TO
DELIVER

Around 5 p.m., Dec. 15, while on
a fixed post at 1074 Plainfield St.,
Johnston Police Officer Thomas San-
turri noticed a blue Volkswagen Pas-
sat with temporary Texas registration
drive past his location eastbound,
and the driver was not wearing his
seatbelt, according to the police inci-
dent report.

“I then detained the vehicle at the
intersection of Plainfield Street and
Silver Lake Avenue in the City of
Providence,” Santurri wrote in the
report.

Police made contact with the driver
and identified him as Josue N. Bau-
tista, of 91 Fairmount Ave., Provi-
dence. Police discovered that Bautis-
ta’s driver’s license was suspended.
A subsequent background check fur-
ther revealed an active Third District
Court Bench Warrant for failing to ap-
pear at an arraignment.

“It should be noted that the origi-
nal charge was shoplifting out of
the North Smithfield Police Depart-
ment,” Santurri wrote in the report.

Bautista was then removed from
the vehicle and searched.

“That search resulted in a clear
plastic bag of suspected marijuana
in his right pant pocket, and an ad-
ditional clear plastic bag containing
marijuana in his left pocket,” Santurri
wrote.

Bautista was cuffed.

“It should be noted based on my
training and experience, I identified
this type of packaging to be consis-
tent with the illegal sale of marijuana
and other narcotics,” Santurri wrote
in the report. “An inventory search of
the vehicle resulted in four additional
bags of marijuana which were located
under the driver’s side seat. In the
center console I located a digital scale
and two cell phones.”

The items were seized and tagged
as evidence.

The weight of the seized marijuana
weighed a combined 48 grams (1.7
ounces).

“Based on the amount of seized
marijuana, number of cell phones,
digital scale, and packaging material,
Mr. Bautista was charged with Pos-
session With Intent To Deliver,” San-
turri wrote.

Bautista was also charged with Op-
erating With A Suspended License
(second offense), and issued a Third
District Court notice to appear on
Jan. 17. His vehicle was towed from
the scene.

Bautista was later processed and
held pending arraignment. He was
also issued a Johnston Municipal
Court summons for not wearing his
seatbelt.

DUI

At 12:22 p.m., Nov. 23, Johnston
Police responded to 7 Tabor Drive
for a motor vehicle accident involv-
ing a single vehicle. Police found the
driver, later identified as Nichole R.
Thomas, of 7 Tabor Drive, Johnston,
at the scene, conscious and breathing.
Johnston Fire Department personnel
were contacted and responded to the
scene.

Police noted the crash vehicle
stopped on Tabor Drive, facing west
with heavy damage on the passenger
side, with airbags deployed.

“I also observed damage to the
front landscaping of said address,”
Johnston Police Officer Matthew
Winsor wrote in the incident report.
“While looking inside of the vehicle,
I observed two 25.6 ounce containers
of Smirnoff Vodka on the front pas-
senger seat of said vehicle in which
one of the containers was open and
half empty.”

Police then spoke to the driver.

“While sitting down and wrapped

in her jacket, I asked Nichole if she
was injured, however, Nichole did
not answer my question,” Winsor
wrote. “It should be noted that while
initially speaking with Nichole, I im-
mediately observed her eyes to be
bloodshot and watery. When I asked
Nichole how the motor vehicle acci-
dent occurred, she stated that she was
coming home to pick up more of her
medication.”

Police said that Thomas’s speech
was slurred and they could smell a
strong odor of alcoholic beverage em-
anating from her breath.

Thomas submitted to a series of
field sobriety tests.

“The first test that I administered
on Nichole was the Horizontal Gaze
Nystagmus (HGN),” Winsor wrote in
the report. “I instructed Nichole that
I was going to administer the Hori-
zontal Gaze Nystagmus test on her
and subsequently removed my pen
from my vest and held the pen ap-
proximately 1 foot in front of Nicho-
le’s face. I asked Nichole if she wears
glasses or contacts and she stated that
she does not. When I asked Nichole if
she could see my pen, she appeared
hesitant and asked me ‘what is that?’
at which time I informed Nichole
that it was a pen. Nichole then stated
‘don’t stick me with that,” at which
time I informed Nichole that I was
only holding a pen and I was not go-
ing to ‘stick her” with it. Nichole then
frantically sat back in the gurney and
began yelling, ‘don’t stick me with
that” several times. Once again, I ad-
vised Nichole that I was only holding
a pen, however Nichole continued to
yell “don’t stick me with that” while
beginning to cry. I then terminated
the HGN test.”

Police determined Thomas was
driving under the influence. Tomas
faces three misdemeanor charges —
DUI/Drugs/Alcohol (first offense,
BAC unknown), Refusal to Submit to
a Chemical Test (second offense), and
Operating a Vehicle Without Ignition
Interlock System.

SIMPLE ASSAULT

Around 7:45 p.m., Nov. 18, John-
ston Police responded to 6 Anderson
St., to investigate a reported assault.
The victim told police that he was in-
vited to the home by the homeowner,
Dante J. Marro, to retrieve items for a
friend that used to reside there.

The alleged victim told police that
Marro began grabbing his friends be-
longings and struck him on the right
side of his head with a closed fist.
After the alleged assault, the victim
contacted police.

Police noticed redness and swelling
on the victim’s face where he said he
was struck by Marro. The victim told
police he wished to pursue criminal
charges.

Marro told police that he did punch
the victim because he raised his
hands and Marro thought he wanted
to fight.

Marro was placed under arrest for
Simple Assault and Disorderly Con-
duct. He was cuffed and placed in
the back of a police cruiser, processed
at police headquarters and later re-
leased with a Third District Court

summons to appear on Dec. 6.

FORGERY

At 8:15 p.m., Dec. 2, Johnston Police
officers responded to Central Falls
Police Department to take custody
of Daliana Andrea Mercado Morales,
who was wanted by Johnston Po-
lice on various charges. Morales was
cuffed and transported to Johnston
Police Headquarters, charged with
three felony counts — Forgery and
Counterfeiting in General, Receiving
Stolen Goods, and Conspiracy. She
was processed, allowed to use a cell
phone and placed in a cell pending
arraignment.

The charges stem from the inves-
tigation into an incident on Oct. 28,
2020, in which Johnston Police re-
sponded to the report of passing a
stolen check at a bank in town.

Police were also aware of a match-
ing stolen vehicle, which had a busi-
ness checkbook inside at the time of
the theft.

Upon arrival at the bank, police
spotted the suspect vehicle, a white
Honda Civic, facing westbound at the
teller window.

As police approached the car, the
driver accelerated the vehicle directly
toward a Johnston Police Detective’s
unmarked cruiser, nearly hitting it
head-on, according to the police inci-
dent report.

The driver made an erratic ma-
neuver around police and exited the
parking lot north on Atwood Avenue.
The vehicle was pursued out of the
parking lot and eventually traveled
east on Route 6 toward Providence,
according to the report.

Johnston Police Detective Anthony
Sasso was seated in the passenger
seat of the cruiser that was nearly hit.
Sasso said that he made eye contact
with the driver.

“The operator of the white Honda
was a skinny Hispanic male, with
busy dark hair,” Sasso wrote in the
police incident report. “The female
was also of Hispanic descent, with
curly brown hair. If I observed these
parties again I could positively iden-
tify both suspects.”

Police pursued the vehicle, which
accelerated away at a high rate of
speed.

Eventually police decided the chase
had become too dangerous to contin-
ue, and due to the “non violent nature
of the offense,” decided to terminate
the pursuit.

Police traveled back to the bank to
talk to witnesses.

The occupants of the car had at-
tempted to cash a $2,000 check, but
bank employees knew, due to an in-
ternal alert, that the checks had been
stolen. The victim’s car was stolen
from a Providence Dunkin Donuts
around 12:10 p.m., Oct. 28, while he
was retrieving coffee for his employ-
ees.

Following the investigation, Mo-
rales was eventually arrested and
charged with three felonies — Forgery
and Counterfeiting in General, Re-
ceiving Stolen Goods, and Conspiracy
— and a misdemeanor, Reckless Driv-
ing/Eluding Police (first offense).

u POLICE - PAGE 7

INER
for. youn continued loyally

F/e&mg L ocal Buinesses Thive & Suwive
- ‘B&M

Call w at 732-3100 1 advetitise your businey




m Police
(Continued from page 6)

DRIVING WITHOUT
A LICENSE
At 9:52 p.m., Dec. 10, Johnston Po-

lice responded to the intersection of
Plainfield Street and Atwood Avenue
for the report of an erratic driver. Po-
lice dispatch received an anonymous
call from a motorist following the
rehicle, according to the police inci-
dent report.

The caller told police an older
model red Acura was stopped at a
green light and then abruptly sped
away. The caller said the vehicle
then turned into the breakdown lane
and stopped for an undetermined
amount of time.

A search of the area found the ve-

icle near the area of Plainfield and
Coolidge streets.

“At that time, I activated my over-
head lights and conducted a motor

ehicle stop at 968 Plainfield St.,”

rote Johnston Police Officer Robert
H. Cardoza. “I spoke with the opera-
tor, Hugo Noriega. Mr. Noriega stat-
ed that he had pulled over to make a
phone call.”

Cardoza asked to see Noriega’s
driver’s license, but the driver told
police that he did not have one, but

did have a Guatemalan identifica-
tion card.

Noriega, of 535 Union Ave., Provi-
dence, was issued a Third District
Court summons for Driving Without
A License (third and subsequent of-
fense), and given a court date of Jan.
10. He was escorted to his residence
by Johnston Police and the vehicle
was towed.

WARRANT ARREST

Around 4:40 p.m., Dec. 12, John-
ston Police Officer Michael A. Mar-
tufi Jr. was dispatched to 220 Con-
stitution Court regarding a civil
dispute, which was rectified without
incident, according to the police in-
cident report.

“Once the civil matter was re-
solved, I discovered that one of the
involved parties, Jamiel Phillips, had
an active arrest warrant issued by the
East Providence Police Department
in July of 2019, from an incident un-
related to today’s call for service,”
Martufi wrote in the report.

Police arrested Jamiel M. Phil-
lips, of 131 Sawmill Hill Road, Ster-
ling, Connecticut, and transported
him back to Johnston Police Head-
quarters where he was searched,
processed and secured in a cell un-
til custody could be transferred to
Providence Police.
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SHOPLIFTING

Around 4:41 p.m., Dec. 20, John-
ston Police were dispatched to The
Home Depot, 6 Victoria Mount St.,
Johnston, after they received a report
of shoplifting in progress.

The store’s loss prevention officer
told police that she observed Thom-
as Robert Zarra, of 6 Victoria Mount
St., Johnston, in the electrical depart-
ment of the store with multiple items
in his hands. Loss prevention told
police that Zarra then concealed the
items — later identified as a pair of
Soundmates headphones, seven mis-
cellaneous breakers, and eight Firex
fire alarms — in his backpack.

Police were told Zarra attempted
to leave without purchasing the
items. Police arrested Zarra, cuffed
and transported him to Johnston Po-
lice Headquarters where he was se-
cured in a cell pending arraignment.
The store requested a no trespass or-
der be filed against Zarra.

Zarra faces a misdemeanor charge
of Shoplifting, and police also dis-
covered he had an outstanding Supe-
rior Court Bench Warrant for Failure
to Appear at a Pretrial Conference.

RECKLESS DRIVING
ON Dec. 20, Eugene Grundy, of
57 Milton Road, Warwick, was pre-
sented at Third District Court after
apprehension by the Warwick Police

Tell your
legislators to

uphold Governor
McKee's veto of
HB 6324 & SB 870

Rhode Island

lawmakers need to

help keep auto

insurance costs

from rising.
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Department. Grundy was charged b

Johnston Police with Reckless Driv-
ing/Eluding an Officer in a Hig

Speed Pursuit, Duty to Stop-Acciden
with Attended Vehicle, and Operat-
ing on a Suspended License (third
and subsequent offense). Grundy
was processed and photographed a
headquarters at a later time.
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by Rochelle Rhodes, D.M.D. and David McFarland, D.D.S.

THE FOUR TYPES OF TEETH AND THEIR ROLES

There are four types of teeth, each one
having its own shape and function. Incisors,
the eight teeth in the front center of your
mouth (four on both bottom and top), are
primarily used to bite into food. Canines, the
next teeth that develop in the mouth, are the
four sharpest teeth, used for tearing food
apart, Premolars account for eight teeth;
they are used for tearing and crushing food
and have a flat biting surface. Molars are the
largest and sturdiest teeth. Their function is
similar to that of the premolars: to grind,
tear, and crush food. Molars also have a
large and flat biting surface, making them
perfect for the job.

We'll use all the tools at our disposal
to help keep all your incisors, canines,
premolars, and molars strong and healthy. At
DENTAL ARTS GROUP, we fervently believe
that one of the most important services we
deliver to our patients is a plan for preventive
care. Along with daily brushing and flossing,
ane crucial tool to your good oral health i
regular visits to the dentist. Located at 1136
Hartford Ave, Johnston, we have office
hours by appointment Monday-Thursday
8am. to dp.m,; Friday 8am. to 12p.m. Please
call s at 401-521-3661.

P.S. Also called third molars, the last set of
tegth to come in are the four wisdom teeth.

www.dentalartsgroupri.com

Legislative leadership
team looks to 2022

By ALEX MALM
and JOHN HOWELL

The interview was over,
House Speaker K. Joseph
Shekarci and Senate Ma-
jority Leader Michael
McCaffrey were on their
way out of the office. They
paused to chat about the
upcoming Christmas holi-
day. Politics and the busi-
ness of government was
put aside. This was two
friends talking.

It’s been this way ever
since the two Warwick
legislators have ascended
to leadership roles. Annu-
ally they visit the paper
in December to talk about
the upcoming legislative
session. Their perspec-
tives and what they con-
sider priorities may differ,
but if they do, each listens
and there’s discussion.

The question seemed
appropriate therefore: to
their recollection has there
been such open communi-
cation between the leader-
ship of the House and the
Senate? Might what we
have in Rhode Island not
only be unique to this time
but also to other states?
It surely is in contrast to
what is happening nation-
ally where difference of
opinions become divisive.

Larry Berman, who has
served as public informa-
tion officer for multiple
House Speakers, barely
waited for the question to
be completed saying in his
experience he’s never seen
the lines of communica-
tion between the House
and Senate as open. Shek-
archi chimed in that he
and McCaffrey have been
friends since their days at
Suffolk Law School. Rare-
ly a day goes when they
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aren’t calling one another,
a practice that has been ac-
celerated by the pandemic
and the issues it raised
from how to safely con-
duct legislative business
to ensuring public access
to government.

Shekarchi jokes that he
and McCaffrey talk more
frequently now than when
they attended law school
and no less so when the
General Assembly is out
of session. It’s not surpris-
ing then that they were on
the same page when high-
lighting the issues to come
before the General As-
sembly in the New Year.
Shekarchi was frequently
the first to answer and he
started off reflecting on
the accomplishments of
the 2021 session.

He pointed to legisla-
tion guaranteeing pay
equity, creating a housing
czar position, and making
the CCRI Promise Pro-
gram permanent.

“I can go on and on with
all the good things we did
last year,” said Shekarchi.

Before adjourning this
year’s House session
Shekarchi noted that there
is some legislation that
may see veto overrides in-
cluding for the short-term
rental legislation intro-
duced by Sen. Dawn Euer,
and Rep. Lauren Carson,
both of Newport.

The legislation which
would create a statewide
short-term rental registry
passed both chambers last
year but was vetoed by
Gov. Dan McKee.

Shekarchi said that in
order for the legislator to
successfully override the
veto they would need a
3/5 vote.

"You have to make sure
the votes are there for
that,” said Shekarchi.

McCaffrey said in the
Senate they will be vot-
ing on five judgeships and
two magistrates before
they adjourn last year’s
Senate Session.

Housing

Shekarchi hasn’t made
it a secret that he thinks
that the housing crisis is a
top issue in Rhode Island.

In fact, on his cam-
paign website it reads, “as
Speaker, Joe’s top priority
is addressing Rhode Is-
land’s housing crisis.”

Aside from adding a
housing czar, Shekarchi
pointed to adding $6 mil-
lion to address long-term
homelessness, and creat-
ing a housing production
fund and pre funding it
by $25 million as two ac-
complishments regarding
housing.

“We brought a lot of
people together, a lot of
different ideas and got
things done,” said Shek-
archi.

Shekarchi knows how-
ever, that the state is a
long way away from the
crisis being over.

He said that through
the Low and Moderate
Housing Commission

and Land Use Committee,
Shekarchi said he is look-
ing for a lot of legislation
to come out of them this
year.

“It's a long term prob-
lem, it’s going to require
a long term solution,” he
said.

Shekarchi pointed to a
“boom” of real estate in
Pawtucket and Central
Falls near where the new
train station is planned,
saying that public trans-
portation is important for
where developers want to
build housing.

In Warwick Shekarchi
pointed to the old Shera-
ton Hotel on Airport Road
which is expected to be
turned into workforce
housing. He thought that
the project was a good
idea.

While Warwick has a
MBTA line that goes as
far as Boston north and
as far south as Wickford,
Shekarchi and McCaffrey
pointed to the fact that it
doesn’t stop in Warwick
enough.

Currently the MBTA
stops 10 times coming
from Boston during the
week and 20 times in
Providence. During the
weekends it doesn’t stop
in Warwick, and stops in
Providence nine times.

Shekarchi also said that
he thinks they need to add
an Amtrak stop in War-
wick.

Hospital Merger

One of the big questions
in Rhode Island currently
is whether or not Lifespan
and Care New England,
which owns multiple
hospitals in the state in-
cluding Kent Hospital in
Warwick. The merger ap-
plication was submitted
last March.

“We're just waiting for
the decision from the fed-
eral government if they
can do it and go from
there,” said McCaffrey.

Shekarchi said that
right now the merger is
in the Federal Trade Com-
mission process.

“Right now there’s no
role for the General As-
sembly to play at all,” he
said.

Shekarchi said that he
hopes that the Kent Hos-
pital patient care is “still at
a high level for residents,”
and to make sure they can
preserve the jobs there.

But like the vast major-
ity of those in Rhode Is-
land he and other legisla-
tors are simply spectators
right now.

“We have to let the pro-
cess play out,” said Shek-
archi.

Universal Pre-K

McCaffrey expects leg-
islators will be looking
to speed up the universal
pre-k rollout.

Former Governor Gina
Raimando’s plan would
take about 30 years, Mc-
Caffrey said, and the Sen-
ate is hoping the state can

do it in five years.

“We feel that pre-k is
very important to all chil-
dren in the state,” said

McCaftrey.
According to Greg Pare,
Communications  Direc-

tor for the Senate about
14,000 children would be
enrolled in the universal
pre-k per year, and right
now they have 2,000 seats
meaning they need to add
12,000 more. Pare said in
an email that over the past
three years, the State has
added an average of 428
seats a year.

The Budget

Shekarchi, as he has
many times before, point-
ed to the budget as be-
ing the most important
piece of legislation that is
passed in the House each

ear.

“The single most im-
portant thing we do in the
House is the budget,” said
Shekarchi. “That always
has been and probably
will always be our num-
ber one priority.”

2022 Elections

McCaffrey said he is
planning on running for
re-election. He is expected
to face off against Rhode
Island Political Candidate
Jennifer Rourke, who pre-
viously announced her
campaign. She ran against
McCaffrey in the Demo-
cratic Primary in 2018,
and 2020.

McCaffrey said that he
hopes the COVID-19 pan-
demic will be better than
it was during the 2020
election.

“Hopefully we aren't
in this COVID crisis and
can get back to a normal
election process, but who
knows what that will be
like,” said McCalffrey.

Shekarchi said that he
intends to seek re-election.

“I have every intention
to run for re-election,”
said Shekarchi.

While he didn’t give
any specific names he said
that there have been rum-
blings of candidates pos-
sibly running against him.

Shekarchi said that
based on his and McCaf-
frey’s records he thinks
they accomplished a lot
and that he will be run-
ning on his record.

“They (the legislative
seats) don’t belong to
Mike and I, they belong
to the people. If people
think we did a good job
they will send us back. If
they don’t they will make
a change,” said Shekarchi.

American Rescue Funds

Shekarchi said that the
leadership from the House
and the Senate have been
at the ARPA spending all
summer, saying that ap-
proving a supplemental
budget for the funds is
on the top of their list for
one of the first things they
want to get done.
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Johnston Schools ask
Rl General Assembly
to allow bond vote

By RORY SCHULER

Johnston’s voters are one step closer
to voting on an overhaul of the town’s
school buildings.

At its Dec. 21 meeting, the Johnston
School Committee passed a resolution
supporting a $215 million bond to pay
for two new schools and two massive
renovations.

The committee’s resolution “endorses
and supports the construction, additions,
renovation, improvement, alteration, re-
pair furnishing and equipping of schools
and school facilities in Town and all costs
related”

In October, the School Committee
voted to retain the SLAM Collaborative
architectural firm to take the district into
Stage III of the school construction pro-
cess.

And following a vote by the Town
Council immediately after, Johnston
plans to seek legislation from the Rhode
Island General Assembly so they can poll
voters on a $215 million bond.

The district plans to build a new Early
Childhood Center and a new Elementary
School, and make major renovations at
the Nicholas A. Ferri Middle School and
the Johnston High School, if voters ap-
prove bond funding.

Last week’s resolution clarifies the
town’s intentions.

“In order to undertake and complete
the Project, there would be a need to is-
sue bonds and/or notes in an amount
not to exceed $215,000,000,” the resolu-
tion states.

Copies of the committee’s resolution
will be forwarded to “every Rhode Is-
land State Senator and Representative,
including Senators Stephen R. Archam-
bault, and Frank Lombardo, I1I, and Rep-
resentatives Ramon A. Perez, Edward
T. Cardillo, Jr., Deborah A. Fellela, and
Gregory ]. Costantino; every Rhode Is-
land Municipality and School Commit-
tee; and the Governor for the State of
Rhode Island.”

The resolution asks the “General As-
sembly to enact legislation authorizing
the Town, with the approval of the quali-
fied electors, to issue bonds and notes in
an amount not to exceed $215,000,000.”

The town will hold a special election,
likely in March, “on a date as shall be

designated by the Town Council,” ac-
cording to the resolution.

In October, Johnston Schools Super-
intendent Dr. Bernard DilLullo Jr. an-
nounced the bond would likely face a

referendum some time in March.

Johnston is hoping to pass the bond
while the state’s still providing a high re-
imbursement ratio for Rhode Island pub-
lic school building projects, and favor-
able interest rates on borrowing remain
in place.

The town is hoping to see more than 50
percent reimbursement on the more than
$200 million project.

“This is great,” Johnston Mayor Joseph
M. Polisena said in October. “I think ...
our delegation, both our senators and
our reps will be glad to put this in. And
we're just looking forward to moving
ahead and getting reimbursement from
the Rhode Island Department of Educa-
tion.”

The construction project would be the
biggest education facility overhaul in
Johnston’s history.

In October, the town’s legal counsel,
William J. Conley Jr., answered questions
on the impending bond issue vote.

“It’s supported by legislation that we
will request of the General Assemblies
as soon as they go into session,” Conley
explained. “We appreciate having coun-
cil act upon this now, so that there is no
delay, as soon as the General Assembly
goes back into session.”

The General Assembly is expected to
return to session in the New year.

The new ECC will cost an estimated
$28,600,000 and is tentatively slated to
open in the summer of 2024.

The plans call for closing and then
demolishing or selling all of the town’s
current elementary schools — Granite-
ville ECC Annex, Barnes, Brown Avenue,
Thornton and Winsor Hill.

The large consolidated, new elemen-
tary school will be built to educate 1,100
students in grades 1-4, and is planned for
construction on town property just north
of the Johnston High School.

The elementary school will cost an es-
timated $84,350,000, and is tentatively
scheduled to open in late summer 2024.

The district will likely tackle the new
ECC and elementary school first, and
then move on to the high school renova-
tion, and then the middle school project,
according to DiLullo.

SLAM has proposed more than $39
million in renovations to the Ferri Mid-
dle School and a $57 million facelift at the
high school.

The high school is slated for a late sum-
mer of 2024 unveiling, and the middle
school repairs should be complete by late
summer of 2025.

NEW SCHOOLS: The district hopes to build a new Early Childhood Center (bot-
tom) and a new Elementary School (above) for all students in grades 1-4. Major
renovations are also planned at the Nicholas A. Ferri Middle School and Johnston
High School. (Renderings courtesy Johnston School Department)

VINTAGEPETRESCUE@GMAIL.COM

Spring Green BANKRUPTCY

== Paintin
B g

Call Today! 401-309-7734
Rl Reg 45905

Flat
$95000 Atty. Fee
Chapter 7 Bankruptcy
Payment Plan Available

Attorney David B. Hathaway
Former Chapter 7 Bankruptcy Trustee

401-738-3030
dave@ribankruptcy.net

This firm is a debt relief agency

ANIMALeTALK

By Karen Kalunlan

Local > Adoptable > Loveable

Interior ¢ Exterior

Photo credit: Rebecca Bernardo Hartley

Mannie and Sasha

Double your pleasure, double your fun! Adopt this adorable kitten duo, Mannie and Sasha. They are littermates
and totally bonded. Mannie has the black and white coat and he has FeLV, so please keep that in mind if you
are interested. Sasha has the Tabby coat with the white paws. Both are very playful and loving as well as
adorable. You can contact the shelter if you have any questions at 401-467-3670 or visit them at EGAPL Heart
of RI 44 Worthington Road Cranton, RI. Regular business hours are Wednesday 3-7, Thursday and Friday 12-2
and Saturday 10-2. Website www.heartofri.org These two deserve all the love you have to give and they’ll both
be waiting for you!

VOLUNTEERS NEEDED FOR

@ Veterinarians Must be RI-MA-CT

based and able to
volunteer about 3-4
hours per month

% Vet Techs

%‘ Groomers

A NEW
VINTAGE PET RESCUE
PROGRAM
FOR 2022

IF INTERESTED,
PLEASE EMAIL:

FOR MORE INFO

202
AL

If you have been looking to adopt or know of an
animal in need, please contact Karen directly at

animaltalk1920@gmail.com
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Dream Big Academy
Wishing you and your family a happy, joyful and prosperous 2022
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41 Comstock Pky.
Cranston, RI
(401) 228-8946

www.dreambiggym.com

By JENNIFER COATES

There is nothing more awe-inspiring than watching a young
gymnast leap, flip, swirl, spring and bound off of mats, bars,
beams, pummel horses, vaults and rings! The confidence and
skill that it takes to do these complicated maneuvers is not
something that happens overnight. It takes a dose of natural
talent, but it also takes commitment, dedication, practice and
mostly, the help of equally talented and dedicated coaches. It
also takes a heavy load of passion.

Watching a Ninja Warrior master a piece of daunting
equipment is just as inspiring and impressive. It also requires
practice and passion and guts! Like gymnasts, Ninja Warriors
come in all ages and sizes ~ boys and girls alike.

For both gymnasts and Ninja Warriors, there is no better
place than Dream Big Academy in Cranston to refine their
skills, to stoke a passion for these sports and to be taught by
the best coaches and instructors around.

One of those coaches is Shannon Cornicelli, the owner and
founder of this long-standing academy in Cranston. Shannon
is herself an accomplished gymnast whose love of the sport
and lifetime of experience have made her uniquely qualified
to lead a team of other coaches at this state-of-the-art gym.
Dream Big Gymnastics is a fully-equipped, modern gym in
Cranston that is owned by Shannon Cornicelli. Cornicelli has
used her many years of experience in the gym to create a place
where prospective athletes of all ages can come to feel the
excitement and thrill of the sport of gymnastics. Her classes
are not only instructive, they are also fun. Her classes are not
only competitive, they are also about “gymnasts supporting
gymnasts.” They are not only about skill-building, they are
also about team building.

What sets Dream Big Academy apart from its competitors

Gymnasts such as these aspiring athletes, seen here with owner and coach Shannon Cornicelli, are what make Dream Big
Academy on Comstock Parkway in Cranston such a popular and welcoming place to be! Check out the gym for 2022!

is its’ objective that gymnastics are meant to be fun, unifying
and growth-promoting. The way they accomplish these goals
is through planned activities such as their popular Cartwheel
and Pullover clinics (January 8th and February 5th from
2:00pm to 4:00pm) and Back Handspring clinics (from 4:00pm
to 5:00pm, following the Cartwheel/Pullover clinics).

There are even Parent’s Nights Out for your child to
attend while you head out for a night on the town. Parent’s
Nights Out are held from 5:00pm to 10:00pm once a month
including next month on the night of January 22nd. Mark your

While it has always been a place of fun and learning,
Dream Big is also a place of friendly competition where true
potential is realized and revealed. The gym planned four
meets this year; check out the Beauty & the Beast Invitational
(January 15th to the 17th) and the Mardi Gras Invitational
held on February 12th & 13th.

For more details about these events and to register
for upcoming classes, check out their website at www.
dreambiggym.com or call 401-228-8946. Dream Big Academy

¢-1

\'\2'

(| Ilau @
@ ningCenter
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"L 1253 Harfford Ave.
Johnston, RI 02919

NOW ENROLLING

6 Weeks - 12 Years Old

BRIARCLIFFE

CALL 401.944.2450
TO SCHEDULE A
PERSONAL TOUR

Convenient to US Hwy 6 and I-295 in Johnston, RI

54 Old Pocasset Road | briarclifferi.com

calendars! is located at 41 Comstock Parkway in Cranston.
M [RHODYPRINTS Atwood
PROMOTIONAL PRODUCTS RHODY

fyou can
dream it
we can

Florist, In
Embroidered or Screenprinted Apparel J '0"(8&) 72Ce
Drinkware * Magnets « Pens * Banners

Padfolios * Key Rings * Tote Bags make it. Brzg hten Someone’s Day
Coolers * Flash Drives...much MORE! {
Contact Bob Giberti G/

for all your promotional product needs:
401-585-0700
BobG@rhodybeat.com

CREATIVE PRODUCTS ¢ INNOVATIVE IDEAS * PERSONALIZED SERVICE

1041 Atwood Ave., Johnston * 274-7300
(Between St. Rocco’s & Simmonsville Ave.) ALL MAJOR CREDIT CARDS
w_lohn D. Dick — Proprietor www.atwoodflorist.com

ol Tl We provide
xS ke *I.nwest $ In Townx
[ > . f .
St oredt Wil _ WASH « DRY * FOLD
= intellectual and % i Sfate—af the-Art | Drop Off Service
=7, PR RS— . Equioment- | outy 69¢ per Ib.
Forged in Love, Advocacy for Good disabilities. ‘ Same Old Prices! | = ;:::: Di?:la:::: .

5 George Waterman Rd., Johnston, RI 02919

401-233-0314

iwilliams@lazori.org

Jain’s s Laundry

Plaza 44 » 39 Puinam Pike - Johnston « 231-7019
Hours: Mon.-Fri. Bam-9pm; Sat. & Sun. Tam-8pm

www.lazori.org

Your Target Audience is reading...

Make sure they'll be reading about YOU!

For information about advertising
on this page, call 732-3100 today.
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(Continued from page 1)

have as many followers as
content and dance creator
Charli D’Amelio who has
131.9 million followers,
but acquiring 10,000 fol-
lowers or more is uncom-
mon for most individuals.

After this success, Ma-
randola said he thought
he might have something
and analyzed every single
comment to help with his
future videos. There were
so many comments, how-
ever, that they maxed out
the response space that
TikTok allocated.

“I worked as an event
DJ, singer and drummer,
and thought I'd be famous
for music one day. I didn’t
think it would be cook-
ing,” Marandola said.

Producers from the
new show “Next Level
Chef” found Maran-

dola on Instagram and
reached out to him in
July 2021 about being
on the show’s first sea-
son. Gordon Ramsey — a
famous British chef who

‘
it 5 hﬁ-. A0 ke

has an assortment of suc-
cessful restaurants — led
and created the show.

“This gave me the
chance to meet one of my
ideals — Gordon Ramsey,”
Marandola  said. He
added that meeting and
talking with Ramsey and
Richard Blaze was a fun
experience.

As for his TikTok vid-
eos, Marandola explained
the work that goes into
them. Each video takes a
different amount of time,
depending on how long
the cook is — it could be as
short as half an hour with
cooking popcorn in a skil-
let to as long as 14 hours
with a brisket.

“I literally turned my
kitchen into a studio,”
Marandola said.

After taking clips of his
cooking, he edits the vid-
eos, playing around with
lighting and coloring to
get everything just right.

This spot in the lime-
light has led to Marandola
making friends through-
out the country and in
Canada.

Additionally, he has

WL

IS IT THE ACCENT? Marandola gained 1.6 million TikTok followers for his BBQ

changed his profession
to being a full-time influ-
encer, making his money
from TikTok, Instagram
and brand partnerships;
“Next Level Chef” also
paid him for his time on
the show.

Marandola’s new fo-
cus is to expand his dry
rub business that started
before his TikTok days.
What started with four
flavors has already dou-
bled, and the company is
looking to produce a full
line of twelve rubs.

“When new stuff comes
in, it flies out.”

Marandola has two
partners in Miami, Flor-
ida, who help with this
business. He hopes to use
the money from the rubs
as income while using so-
cial media as a promotion
of his material. Overall, he
would like to start by sell-
ing the rubs on Amazon
and then seeing them in
storefronts.

“Next Level Chef” airs
at8 p.m., Sunday, Jan. 2 on
Fox. Marandola’s videos
can be found on TikTok at
@garybbqchef.

chef videos and will appear on Fox’s new show “Next Level Chef! (Photos courtesy

of Gary Marandola)

THE TEAXS TWINKIE: One of Marandola's TikToks shows viewers how to make

a Texas Twinkie. This recipe includes shredded brisket, cream cheese, rub from the
brisket — all of which is wrapped in a jalapeno pepper and smoked on the grill.
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CLUES ACROSS 55. Indian musical pattern
1. Loud cheer 56. N. England university
5. Defensive nuclear weapon (abbr.) 57 Portable stands for coffins
8. Type of cell 59, Iranian district
11. Oblong pulpits 60. Envision
13. Pitching statistic 61. Passerine bird genus
14. Uncommon 62. Container
15. Liabilities 63. Falter
16. Thin, straight bar 64. Tunisian city
17, Oh goodness!
18. Competitions CLUES DOWN
20. __ Jima, WW I battlefield 1. Cool!
21. Professional assn. (abbr.) 2. Passover offering
22. ltalian mountain range 3. Swedish rock group
25. Taking possession of 4. Collegiate military organization
30. Used in cooking and medicine 5. Large nests
31. Water (French) 6. Beloved haked good
32. Parent a child 7. 1980s pop legend
33. Sun-dried brick 8. Finger millet
38. One point south of due east 9. Hillside
41, Female fashion accessory 10. Surrender
43. A way of making a copy of 12. Midway between south and
45, Away to debilitate southeast
41, Wings 14. Long, narrow strap
49, Social insect 19. Discount
50. Dull brown fabrics 23. Atype of cast

24, Large, tropical lizard

25. Half of “Milli Vanilli”

26. Single

21, Big truck

28. Midway between east and
southeast

29. Et__:indicates further

34. Insecticide

35. Luke Skywalker's mentor __-Wan

36. Cast out

31. Breakfast food

39. By reason of

40. One who makes thread

41, Baseball stat

42. Breezed through

44, Frothy mass of bubbles

45, Tony-winning actress Daisy

46. Made of fermented honey and
water

47, Member of a Semitic people

48. Monetary unit of the Maldives

51. Run batted in

52. Makes publicly known

53. Disagreement

54. Soluble ribonucleic acid

58, Single-reed instrument

HERRY HILL MANOR
Nursing and Rehabilitation Center

'RE HIRI

FEW GREAT SPOT

@

RN's | CNA's | LPN's

E

A

SL

% $3,000

SIGN-ON BONUS

VISIT LIFECARECAREERS.HCSHIRING.COM TO APPLY

2 CHERRY HILL RD
JOHNSTON, R1 02919
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Sun RiseE Scooprs

By Meri R. Kennedy

Warwick to host NY
Eve Fireworks

Come kick off your
festivities at the City of
Warwick’s New Year’s
Eve Celebration! A fam-
ily friendly event where
you can enjoy food from
local food trucks 4-6 p.m.
which will include Festive
Music, Activities & Give-
aways from the Warwick
Police, and Prizes courte-
sy of BankNewport, War-
wick Tourism, and local
businesses.

Top it all off with a fabu-
lous 12-15-minute Fire-
works Display at 6 p.m.
that you can enjoy from
the warmth and comfort
of your car.

Thank you to the City
of Warwick and the team
who came together to
bring you this special cel-
ebration! Warwick Parks
& Recreation - Police De-
partment - Public Works
- Tourism, BankNewport,
and Central RI Chamber
of Commerce. Wishing
You All A Safe and Happy
New Year!

Minnows, sharks
welcome at Polar Plunge
Jan.1

A Wish Come True’s
18th annual Polar Plunge
will be held on January
1st at Easton’s Beach (also
known as First Beach) in
Newport. This year, an es-
timated 5,000 people will
return to plunge into icy
cold water to benefit chil-
dren with a life-threaten-
ing illness. The plunge is
a major fundraiser for A
Wish Come True and is the
largest event of its kind in
Rhode Island and Massa-
chusetts.

The Plunge will begin
right at noon. Participants
are encouraged to arrive
early due to new check-in
requirements addressing
safety protocols. Check-
in begins at 10:30am. The
charge for ‘Minnows’
is $20. For $40, ‘Sharks’
can plunge and get their
choice of a towel or fleece
blanket. Those who want
to contribute without get-
ting into the water can
purchase a towel, fleece
blanket or T-shirt for $25.

Payments can be made
by cash, check, credit card,
or Venmo. Plungers are
encouraged to start a Just
Giving Fundraising Cam-
paign to help raise funds
to support your efforts in
helping Wish Families.
More information is on the
website at www.awish.
org. Plungers that started
a JustGiving fundraising
campaign online will just
need to check in to receive
their bracelet and blanket.

Reminder from
Parks & Rec

Just a reminder of some
of the rules and regula-
tions at Johnston Memori-
al Park. There are no dogs
allowed in the park or
walking tracks. Dogs are
allowed in the nature trail
across the street from our

parking lot; No smoking
or tobacco use, No bikes,
scooters, skateboard, etc.
are allowed on the walk-
ing track that surrounds
the pond. They may be
used on the center path
of the park, Please do not
feed the ducks, birds, or
any wildlife,

Please keep the park
clean by using the avail-
able trash barrels, Abso-
lutely no alcoholic bever-
ages on town property.
No vehicles allowed in
the park; No swimming
or boating in the pond;
No open flames or char-
coal grills. Gas grills are
permitted; Fireplace use
is prohibited, For your
safety, please do not climb
trees or fences; The park
closes at 10 p.m. Recre-
ation Department or-
ganized activities may
continue; No overnight
parking; No foul language
or loud music; Field use is
by permit only.

Also, please be mindful
of parking. Please display
a handicap placard if you
park in a handicap space.
The area behind the office
is reserved for employees.
If you have any questions,
please call 401-272-3460.

The restrooms at John-
ston Memorial Park will
be closed for the winter
beginning tomorrow, Sat-
urday, December 11 and
will reopen in the Spring.

NAMI-RI: Registra-
tion open for Free Virtual
Family-To-Family Course

The Rhode Island chap-
ter of the National Alli-
ance on Mental Illness is
now accepting registra-
tion for their winter 2022
virtual Family-to-Family
course. This is a free, 8-ses-
sion educational program
for family, significant oth-
ers and friends of people
with mental health condi-
tions. It is a designated ev-
idenced-based program,
which means that research
shows that the program
significantly improves the
coping and problem-solv-
ing abilities of the people
closest to a person with a
mental health condition.

NAMI-Rhode Island’s
Family-to-Family course
is taught by trained family
members who have lived
experience with a loved
one, and includes presen-
tations, discussions and
interactive exercises.

For more information
on the Family-to-Family
curriculum and registra-
tion requirements, visit
namirhodeisland.org  or
call 401-331-3060 or email
beth@namirhodeisland.
org.

New Donation Cen-
ter for Big Brothers
Big Sisters

Big Brothers Big Sisters
of Rhode Island (BBBSRI)
has opened a new Do-
nation Drop-Off Center
at 993 Oaklawn Ave. on
Dec.1. BBBSRI's main
headquarters has been lo-
cated on Pontiac Ave. for
12 years. With its head-
quarters moved to Provi-

dence this November,
BBBSRI had to find a new
location for its Cranston
Drop Off Center.

Residents are encour-
aged to drop off bagged
clothing and textiles at the
new location, 993 Oak-
lawn Avenue (next to Gas-
barro’s Liquor Store plaza)
Monday - Saturday, 9 a.m.
- 5 p.m. The location is
staffed with an attendant
during these hours. Dur-
ing off-hours, residents
can conveniently drop
bagged items into one of
BBBSRI's green donation
bins located in the park-
ing lot.

BBBSRI makes donat-
ing easy. In addition to
our Donation Center,
residents can also sched-
ule a free curbside pick-
up at their home or drop
their bagged cloth in bins
throughout the state. Visit
BigsRI.org/DonateRI  to
schedule your pick-up on-
line or find your nearest
bin.

Big Brothers Big Sisters
of Rhode Island creates
and supports one-to-one
mentoring  relationships
that ignite the power and
promise of youth. If you
are interested in mentor-
ing a child, donating to
support our program,
hosting a clothing drive,
hosting a clothing fun-
draiser for your school
or group, or more, visit
www.BigsRILorg, call (401)
921-2434, or email events@
BigsRI.org.

Tour the Johnston His-
torical Society

Just a reminder that
Tuesdays, 6 to 8 p.m. are
open hours at the John-
ston Historical Society.
Tour the museum! Tour
the Elijah Angell House!
Ask all the questions you
ever wanted to ask about
Johnston history! All are
welcome!

Contact the Johnston
Historical Society at 231-
3380 or at johnstonhis-
torical1825@gmail.com,
www.johnstonhistorical.
org or www.facebook.
com/johnstonhistorical.

Bingo is back

Bingo games have re-
turned to the Johnston Se-
nior Center. At 2 p.m. on
Thursdays and Fridays,
Johnston Senior Center
members can try their luck
on the Bingo cards again.

During the pandemic,
the games had ceased, and
were badly missed. Last
week, a successful Dress-
Down fundraiser resulted
in free Del’s Lemonade for
participants.

Johnston Senior Center
updates

Things are happening
once again in full swing at
the Johnston Senior Cen-
ter. The following is list of
classes and activities held
daily.

On Mondays, Walk
away the Pounds, Aero-
bics & Boot Camp, Arts &

Crafts and Hi Lo Jack.

It is Walk away the
Pounds and Bocce on
Tuesdays and on Wednes-
days it will be Bocce,
Quilting, Zumba and Fit
and Strong as well as Hi
Lo Jack and Poker.

On Thursdays it is Walk
away the Pounds, Bocce,
Marg Jong, Yoga and
Bingo and on Fridays it is
Line Dancing, Zumba and
Bingo.

The Return of Saturday
Drop-In Crafts at Mohr
Library

This week, the Marian
J. Mohr Memorial Library
will  resume Saturday
hours from 9 am. to 5
p-m. Do some crafts in the
library or take some home.
They are located at 1 Me-
morial Ave. in Johnston.

Mindfulness
Meditation

Mindfulness Meditation
will be held at the War-
wick Center for the Arts,
3259 Post Rd. in Warwick
on the first and third Mon-
days of each month. It is
free and open to the pub-
lic.

Their mindfulness med-
itation is led by Paulette
Miller. The sessions of-
fer a westernized, secular
version of Vipassana, also
known as insight, open-
hearted, and analytic
meditation. Sessions often
include guided breathing
meditation, movement
meditation, loving-kind-
ness meditation, and mu-
sic meditation. The medi-
tation exercises are guided
and no experience is nec-
essary.

For further information:
www.warwickcfa.org  or
401-737-0010.

Friends of the Mohr
Public Library

Friends of the Mohr
Public Library is a 501(c)3

non-profit corporation
dedicated to Mohr Li-
brary.

Members of the Friends
plan and run book sales
and carry out other fund-
raising activities to allow
Mohr Library to increase
services and programs.

The Friends welcome
new members who are
willing to support either
through donations, mem-
bership dues, or through
volunteering their time.

To find out more, con-
tact library director at 231-

Marie Badessa

1st Anniversary
DECEMBER 28

Sometimes an old-fashioned song
Brings us a though of you;
Sometimes a flower as we pass along,
Or a sky that is azure blue;

Or asilver lining in the clouds,
When the sun is peeing through.

\y Loving Husband, sons,

LiF ”‘“ daughters, daughter in law
o and grandchildren.

4980 (press 7).

RI Housing
offers loans

RI Housing’s Hardest
Hit Fund Rhode Island
(HHERI) program is of-
fering zero interest, for-
givable loans to eligible
Rhode Island homeown-
ers who became unem-
ployed or underemployed
due to the COVID-19 pan-
demic and are struggling
to make their mortgage
payments.

Loan proceeds may pro-
vide eligible homeowners
with up to six months of
mortgage payment assis-
tance. Learn more about
the loan program and eli-
gibility at rihousing.com/
hhfri.

Be Kind RI
Be Kind Rl is a new pro-
gram that connects vol-
unteers to their neighbors
across RI through text
alerts to coordinate food

deliveries from grocery
stores and food pantries.
To sign up go to www.
BeKindRIL.org. Volunteers
must be 18 or older and
undergo our background
check.

Be Kind RI is open to
those in RI experiencing
COVID-19 risk factors
including seniors 65+,
anyone with underlying
health conditions, those
in quarantine or isola-
tion, anyone experiencing
a lack of childcare, and
those who would other-
wise experience difficulty
in obtaining food. For as-
sistance signing up, call
877-958-8785.

Marian J. Mohr Memo-
rial Library

Free craft and activity
kits for children are avail-
able at the library. Stop by
the library to pick up one,
or e-mail Ms. Meri meri@
mohrlibrary.org or call
231-4980 to make a reser-
vation.

OBITUARIES

Denise A. Caranci

Denise A. (Sarandrea)
Caranci 51, of Cranston,
passed away on Thursday,
December 9, 2021 at Kent
Hospital, Warwick. She
was the beloved wife of 20
years to Michael Caranci.
Born in Providence, she
was the loving daughter
of Joseph Sarandrea jr.
and Jacqueline (Lemoi)
Sarandrea of Johnston
, and the late Giovanna
(Peluso) Sarandrea.

Denise was a Registered
Nurse , working for sev-
eral healthcare locations
throughout the State of
Rhode Island.

Besides her husband and parents she is survived by
her loving children: Keanna M. Caranci , Courtney D.
Caranci and Matthew M. Caranci all of Cranston; her
dear siblings Joseph R. Sarandrea of Florida and John J.
Sarandrea of Cranston. She was the sister in-law of Lynn
(Caranci) Carter and her husband Steven of Johnston,
and aunt of Sebastian Carter of Johnston and godmother
of Tabitha Medeiros of Johnston; and is also survive by
many aunts, uncles and cousins. She was Special Sister
to : Andrew Nassef , Michele Brogno , Michael Nassef Jr.
, and a foster parent for 15 years to countless children.
Denise was the daughter in-law of the late Luigi and Ma-

rie Caranci.

Her visiting hours will be held on Tuesday evening
from 4-7 pm in the NARDOLILLO FUNERAL HOME &
Crematory 1278 Park Ave., Cranston. Funeral from the
funeral home on Wednesday morning at 9 am followed
by a Mass of Christian Burial at 10 am in St. Mary’s
Church, Cranston. Burial and committal prayers to fol-
low in St. Ann’s Cemetery, Cranston.

for half price.

Obituari

In your time of need, the Johnston SunRise will print your
loved one’s full obituary for a small charge. The paper also
places the obituary on our website, johnstonsunrise.net.

Should you desire our services, kindly inform
your funeral director, or call Amanda Nardolillo at
(401) 732-3100 or email AmandaN@rhodybeat.com for
additional information. Obituary prices start at $60. You
may include the obituary in any of our other newspapers

— Thank you
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et a COVID test?

his sick situation has provided
far more questions than an-
swers.

Do you feel that phlegm in

the back of your throat?

Did you just sneeze? Or was that a
cough?

Are you suffering from an annual case
of the seasonal sniffles? Or are you in-
fected with the latest mutant COVID-19
variant?

Countless Rhode Islanders are asking
themselves these questions during this
final week of 2021, following Christmas
parties and festive dinners.

Headed toward New Year’s Eve, and
perhaps another gathering with family
and friends, virus testing has never been
in higher demand.

Have we lost our minds, or are we justly
paranoid following two years of a linger-
ing pandemic?

Lines are stretching outside of testing
centers across the Ocean State.

Pharmacy stocks of take-home tests
have been severely depleted. Finding a
test can be difficult, if not near impossible.

And if T find a test, can I trust the re-
sults? (Nobody seems to be able to answer
that question with a reliable answer.)

Just about every resident of Rhode Is-
land now knows someone who has just
tested positive for COVID-19 in recent
weeks.

Maybe your child has been exposed in
a classroom. Maybe you stood behind a
coughing patient while waiting for your
booster shot. Maybe you picked up the
bug while hugging your grandmother.

No matter the source of exposure,
you're not alone.

The test frenzy has gripped even the
most steadied and resolute among us.

An already decimated work force finds
itself further reduced by sick employees
and quarantined workers.

The federal government has reduced
the isolation time for asymptomatic posi-
tive cases to five days following an affir-

mative test result. That might help a little.

The federal
pledged to purchase and distribute a half
billion tests to Americans in January.

Has that move made it more difficult to
find take-home tests at your local phar-
macy?

Or is this all just a sign that we’re con-
cerned for our fellow man? Mask require-
ments are back in place — almost.

Early data seems to indicate that the
new Omicron variant of COVID-19 is pos-
sibly more easily transmissible, but also
quite possibly less deadly.

However, the timing, coinciding with
the holidays and New England’s winter
weather forcing us indoors, could not be

government has also

worse.

Nobody wants to be the source of the vi-
rus at a holiday super-spreader event. No-
body wants to be “that guy” who brought
the bug to the party.

But is testing, and more testing, the an-
swer?

“Getting vaccinated is the best way to
protect you and those around you from
serious illness related to COVID- 19,” ac-
cording to Rhode Island Gov. Dan McKee.
“I thank all Rhode Islanders who have
already rolled up their sleeves, got vacci-
nated and then got boosted.”

Many of us have now absorbed three
shots of the vaccine that could help save
us and those around us. We thought that
would be enough. We all thought this
pandemic would be over by now.

In the meantime, we need to let com-
mon sense prevail.

Between testing, masking and jabbing,
the people of Rhode Island are exhaust-
ed. But perhaps exhausted is better than
struggling for breath in an ICU bed.

Can we test ourselves out of this situ-
ation?

Are “more tests” the answer to our cur-
rent conundrum?

Or are we placing far too much faith
in the testing apparatus that seems to be
crumbling beneath us?
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Let us unite in advocating for
human rights

By LONNIE BARHAM

What's in a name? A lot! My wife’s
father, the first child born in the U.S. to
her Italian immigrant grandparents, was
named Americo in honor of the new land
his parents would call home.

The same sentiment applies to the
NBA basketball player formerly named
Enes Kanter. Kanter, now Enes Kanter
Freedom, plays center for the Boston
Celtics.

He immigrated to the U.S. from Turkey
ten years ago and has since been an out-
spoken critic of the Turkish government
and other countries for human rights
violations. He’s spoken out both verbal-
ly and with slogans on his shoes about
China’s suppression of the Uyghurs and
its repression of Tibetans seeking inde-
pendence.

Freedom has also castigated U.S. com-
panies who profit from items made in
China, especially Nike, for their “hy-
pocrisy” in enriching themselves at the
expense of the “blood and sweat and
so much oppression” that goes into the
manufacturing of exports from China.
He also excoriates

Nike for supporting minority rights
in the U.S. while remaining silent about
China’s human rights abuses.

And Freedom reviles other players’
failure to “research and educate them-
selves before signing deals” with compa-
nies like Nike, especially NBA superstar
LeBron James for signing a lifetime con-
tract with Nike.

He says James and other athletes who
promote Nike have become “puppets”
who are supporting China’s human
rights violations.

He’s also called for a boycott of the
2022 Olympics in Beijing. Enes Kanter
Freedom came to the U.S. legally and
worked for years to achieve citizenship.
While the lucrative

NBA salary was one of the reason for
his immigration, his primary reason for
coming here is now an eponym—free-
dom. His freedom to support social ac-
tivism, to freely criticize other countries
for suppressing human rights, and his
ability to freely express his views on the
court through shoe slogans, made Free-

j:}_'}j_’, ff;.‘..;}j"jj by Tim Jones

HEY, AESOP. I LOST MY
CELL PHONE. CAN YOU
HELP ME FIND IT?

ISN'T THAT
YOUR CELL
PHOME RIGHT

dom so appreciate the rights American
citizens enjoy that he decided to legally
add “Freedom” to his name to coincide
with the bestowal of U.S. citizenship.

While most Americans reluctantly sup-
port professional athletes” right to pro-
test our country’s ills by kneeling during
the playing of our national anthem, it is
so refreshing to see an athlete who recog-
nizes the vast freedoms Americans enjoy
and who is so proud to be a part of our
country that he unabashedly added Free-
dom to his name.

If all Americans had the courage and
tenacity to strongly but peacefully advo-
cate for the protection of human rights
around the world, to include boycotting
companies like Nike, we might see real
improvements in how China and other
autocratic countries treat their minority
citizens.

Many Americans feel that widespread
discrimination still exists in the U.S.
and that we should wash ourselves be-
fore trying to wash others. That’s true in
some respects. But our Constitution and
the ideals our country was founded on
provide mechanisms for inequalities to
be eliminated— and methodically they
are.

Most Americans take our freedoms
for granted. Enes Kanter Freedom rec-
ognizes how fortunate we are to live in
a country with protections from human
and civil rights abuses.

The old saying, “From the mouths
of babes,” refers to children who speak
truths that reveal how adults have pur-
posely or inadvertently hidden truths
from themselves.

The Emperor’s New Clothes provides
a fictitious but prime example.

In the face of an American population
that seems to have forgotten its founda-
tional freedoms, it has taken an immi-
grant with the name

Enes Kanter Freedom to show us that
we are unclothed.

Lonnie Barham, a retired military officer
and former school administrator, is an occa-
sional guest columnist who lives in Warwick

NAH.
THAT'S A

THEREF




Friday, December 31, 2021

Johnston Sun Rise 13

Opinion

et a COVID test?

his sick situation has provided
far more questions than an-
swers.

Do you feel that phlegm in

the back of your throat?

Did you just sneeze? Or was that a
cough?

Are you suffering from an annual case
of the seasonal sniffles? Or are you in-
fected with the latest mutant COVID-19
variant?

Countless Rhode Islanders are asking
themselves these questions during this
final week of 2021, following Christmas
parties and festive dinners.

Headed toward New Year’s Eve, and
perhaps another gathering with family
and friends, virus testing has never been
in higher demand.

Have we lost our minds, or are we justly
paranoid following two years of a linger-
ing pandemic?

Lines are stretching outside of testing
centers across the Ocean State.

Pharmacy stocks of take-home tests
have been severely depleted. Finding a
test can be difficult, if not near impossible.

And if T find a test, can I trust the re-
sults? (Nobody seems to be able to answer
that question with a reliable answer.)

Just about every resident of Rhode Is-
land now knows someone who has just
tested positive for COVID-19 in recent
weeks.

Maybe your child has been exposed in
a classroom. Maybe you stood behind a
coughing patient while waiting for your
booster shot. Maybe you picked up the
bug while hugging your grandmother.

No matter the source of exposure,
you're not alone.

The test frenzy has gripped even the
most steadied and resolute among us.

An already decimated work force finds
itself further reduced by sick employees
and quarantined workers.

The federal government has reduced
the isolation time for asymptomatic posi-
tive cases to five days following an affir-

mative test result. That might help a little.

The federal
pledged to purchase and distribute a half
billion tests to Americans in January.

Has that move made it more difficult to
find take-home tests at your local phar-
macy?

Or is this all just a sign that we’re con-
cerned for our fellow man? Mask require-
ments are back in place — almost.

Early data seems to indicate that the
new Omicron variant of COVID-19 is pos-
sibly more easily transmissible, but also
quite possibly less deadly.

However, the timing, coinciding with
the holidays and New England’s winter
weather forcing us indoors, could not be

government has also

worse.

Nobody wants to be the source of the vi-
rus at a holiday super-spreader event. No-
body wants to be “that guy” who brought
the bug to the party.

But is testing, and more testing, the an-
swer?

“Getting vaccinated is the best way to
protect you and those around you from
serious illness related to COVID- 19,” ac-
cording to Rhode Island Gov. Dan McKee.
“I thank all Rhode Islanders who have
already rolled up their sleeves, got vacci-
nated and then got boosted.”

Many of us have now absorbed three
shots of the vaccine that could help save
us and those around us. We thought that
would be enough. We all thought this
pandemic would be over by now.

In the meantime, we need to let com-
mon sense prevail.

Between testing, masking and jabbing,
the people of Rhode Island are exhaust-
ed. But perhaps exhausted is better than
struggling for breath in an ICU bed.

Can we test ourselves out of this situ-
ation?

Are “more tests” the answer to our cur-
rent conundrum?

Or are we placing far too much faith
in the testing apparatus that seems to be
crumbling beneath us?
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Let us unite in advocating for
human rights

By LONNIE BARHAM

What’s in a name? A lot! My wife’s
father, the first child born in the U.S. to
her Italian immigrant grandparents, was
named Americo in honor of the new land
his parents would call home.

The same sentiment applies to the
NBA basketball player formerly named
Enes Kanter. Kanter, now Enes Kanter
Freedom, plays center for the Boston
Celtics.

He immigrated to the U.S. from Turkey
ten years ago and has since been an out-
spoken critic of the Turkish government
and other countries for human rights
violations. He’s spoken out both verbal-
ly and with slogans on his shoes about
China’s suppression of the Uyghurs and
its repression of Tibetans seeking inde-
pendence.

Freedom has also castigated U.S. com-
panies who profit from items made in
China, especially Nike, for their “hy-
pocrisy” in enriching themselves at the
expense of the “blood and sweat and
so much oppression” that goes into the
manufacturing of exports from China.
He also excoriates

Nike for supporting minority rights
in the U.S. while remaining silent about
China’s human rights abuses.

And Freedom reviles other players’
failure to “research and educate them-
selves before signing deals” with compa-
nies like Nike, especially NBA superstar
LeBron James for signing a lifetime con-
tract with Nike.

He says James and other athletes who
promote Nike have become “puppets”
who are supporting China’s human
rights violations.

He’s also called for a boycott of the
2022 Olympics in Beijing. Enes Kanter
Freedom came to the U.S. legally and
worked for years to achieve citizenship.
While the lucrative

NBA salary was one of the reason for
his immigration, his primary reason for
coming here is now an eponym—free-
dom. His freedom to support social ac-
tivism, to freely criticize other countries
for suppressing human rights, and his
ability to freely express his views on the
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court through shoe slogans, made Free-
dom so appreciate the rights American
citizens enjoy that he decided to legally
add “Freedom” to his name to coincide
with the bestowal of U.S. citizenship.

While most Americans reluctantly sup-
port professional athletes” right to pro-
test our country’s ills by kneeling during
the playing of our national anthem, it is
so refreshing to see an athlete who recog-
nizes the vast freedoms Americans enjoy
and who is so proud to be a part of our
country that he unabashedly added Free-
dom to his name.

If all Americans had the courage and
tenacity to strongly but peacefully advo-
cate for the protection of human rights
around the world, to include boycotting
companies like Nike, we might see real
improvements in how China and other
autocratic countries treat their minority
citizens.

Many Americans feel that widespread
discrimination still exists in the U.S.
and that we should wash ourselves be-
fore trying to wash others. That’s true in
some respects. But our Constitution and
the ideals our country was founded on
provide mechanisms for inequalities to
be eliminated— and methodically they
are.

Most Americans take our freedoms
for granted. Enes Kanter Freedom rec-
ognizes how fortunate we are to live in
a country with protections from human
and civil rights abuses.

The old saying, “From the mouths
of babes,” refers to children who speak
truths that reveal how adults have pur-
posely or inadvertently hidden truths
from themselves.

The Emperor’s New Clothes provides
a fictitious but prime example.

In the face of an American population
that seems to have forgotten its founda-
tional freedoms, it has taken an immi-
grant with the name

Enes Kanter Freedom to show us that
we are unclothed.

Lonnie Barham, a retired military officer
and former school administrator, is an occa-
sional guest columnist who lives in Warwick
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By ALEX MALM

On the same morning Rhode Island
Emergency Management Executive Admin-
istrator Tom Guthlein gave a presentation to
the Warwick Rotary Club, RIEMA was co-
ordinating the passage of a LPG (liquefied
propane gas) tanker up Narragansett Bay to
the Port of Providence. Two Coast Guard ves-
sels, one in the bow and another following the
stern and a helicopter escorted the tanker.

Guthlein explained that the Coast Guard
considers ships carrying LPG as crucial fuel
deliveries.

Because the channel is narrow going into
Providence a helicopter flies in front of the
ship and lets the water assets know if some-
one is in the channel. The escorts ensure the
channel is clear.

“That’s a safety precaution we have,” said
Guthlein. He noted that the channel is narrow
and it could be problematic if the tanker had
to alter course.

Because of the level of coordination need-
ed between the State and Federal Agencies
RIEMA's State Emergency Operation Center
in Cranston was staffed that day to make sure
everything went smoothly.

Escorting the LPG tanker is just one of the
many situations that RIEMA helps with.

While the agency helps in a number of dif-
ferent ways Guthlein said that the public usu-
ally associates emergency management with
hurricanes, floods, and winter storms. “But
we do a lot more than that,” he said Guthlein.

Guthlein said that RIEMA is like FEMA but
at the State level.

He said that the motto for the agency is
“were always planning for everybody’s
worst day.”

In order to accomplish that Guthlein said
that RIEMA has many different partnerships
with the federal government, municipalities
and a number of different organizations.

RIEMA also works with Massachusetts
and Connecticut. He said RIEMA monitors
hundreds of first responders calls daily from
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both in and out of state.
“We're always going across each other's
state to help each other,” said Guthlein.

One partnership Guthlein pointed to is
with the Rhode Island Medical Reserve
Corps, 8,000 volunteers that includes doctors,
nurses and people without medical training,

“During the pandemic they have been life-
savers,” said Guthlein.

Guthlein said RIEMA is divided into differ-
ent branches.

One of those is mitigation, which plans for
example for situations arising from Climate
Change and sea level rise.

Another one of the branches works on re-
covery.

Guthlein said that they are in recovery right
now for the pandemic.

“Everything that we're doing right now
seems like a response but it's actually in the
recovery phase,” said Guthlein.

One of the ways RIEMA has been helping
is through getting more test kits. Guthlein
said that they recently put in a request with
FEMA to get 1 million tests for the State.

Guthlein said that once the tests come to
Rhode Island they will be put in the state
warehouse which RIEMA runs.

Guthlein said a 255,000 square feet ware-
house houses all of the equipment and sup-
plies used for the pandemic.

“Everything from the alternative hospital
site to the bandaids that are needed for the
vaccinations,” said Guthlein.

An example of RIEMA assistance was three
years ago when Block Island lost its public
safety communications. RIEMA was erected
two portable communication towers and re-
stored communications for the summer.

In order to fulfill the agency’s motto RIEMA
organizes and participates in a number of dif-
ferent trainings to be prepared for a number
of different emergency situations.

One of the ways they do so is by creating
different scenarios to train for. Guthlein said
that in 2019 plans were developed for federal,
state and local agencies to cooperatively con-
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duct search and emergency rescue operations
on the water, in urban areas and in wilderness
areas throughout the state.

Because of the pandemic those plans had to
be put on hold.

During an event in October representa-
tives from federal, state and local agencies
conducted tabletop exercises at the Radisson
Hotel as a prelude to live exercises next spring
to troubleshoot and improve upon the plans.

Guthlein said that while the airport does a
lot of training for what happens when there is
a problem on a runway, he said there is little
training for what happens if an aircraft lands
in the water.

With the lack of current training for those
scenarios Guthlein decided to create a table
top plan and training exercise for what would
be done if a large passenger plane landed in
the bay and what the response would be us-
ing the U.S. Coast Guard, State and municipal
assets.

When it comes to inclement weather,
Guthlein said RIEMA stays in touch with the
National Oceanic and Atmospheric Adminis-
tration and RIEMA has their own seven-day
modeling for weather.

He said most storms start on the west coast
and come east and the modeling they have
is based on that, while the National Weather
organization base its modeling on a broader
scale.

Within three to four days of a storm arriv-
ing, Guthlein said RIEMA is able to begin
giving estimates to government officials of
when it will arrive and how much snow or
other inclement weather is expected to ar-
rive. By doing so they are then able to start
making decisions in regards to things like
closures.

During hurricane season Guthlein said that
RIEMA is in touch with the national Hurri-
cane Center once a week.

Another facet of RIEMA is incident com-
mand teams that are deployed to assist mu-
nicipalities when needed.

Guthlein said that one example of those

IGGY'S COMBO

FREE
'DOUGHBOYS!

BllY 6-GET6

Dl

teams helping was during the 2019 Newport
gas outage. For that incident RIEMA sent 8
people from their team while FEMA sent 15
to help the City of Newport.

The almost two dozen employees helped
to organize things with City officials and
then reported back to RIEMA so they
could get them everything they needed.
One of the issues was being able to feed
22,000 people quickly with no gas.

“One of the big things with emergen-
cy management is thinking outside the
box,” said Guthlein.

Inside the Emergency Operation Cen-
ter was a new employee, Guthlein said,
who came up with a suggestion.

“Can we get all the food trucks in the
state to go down there and feed people,”
Guthlein recalled the employee asking.

The idea was well received by other
staff members and RIEMA called the
Commerce Department and got in touch
with different food trucks. Soon 45
trucks were there and RIEMA paid the
food truck owners to feed the residents
of Newport.

One of the most iconic things about
RIEMA is the Emergency Operation
Center.

Guthlein said with representatives
from a number of different organizations
and agencies inside one room, they are
to get a lot of things done during emer-
gencies.

“They can solve problems by talking
to each other,” said Guthlein. The com-
mand center includes a governor’s cabi-
net room that is used so officials can fol-
low what’s happening without being a
distraction to those on the floor.

The room is referred to as a fish bowl
since officials can see what's happening
but those in the command center can’t
see them.

“They can look and see them but they
can’t see the cabinet or governor,” said
Guthlein.

WARWICK
401-737-9459
889 DAKLAND BEACH AVE.

IGGY'S COMBO
2 FISH & CHIPS
6 CLAM CAKES
2 CUPS OF CHOWDER
OR 2 SALADS

$29.99

Not valid with Online, GrabHub and DoorDash orders.

hilh coupon oy, Hnwluwummmdw
Not valid at Boardwalk. Expires 1/31/22. WB

‘With coupon ooly. May not be combined with any other offer
Not valid at Boardwalk. Expires 1/31/22. WB

H»E® RI

IGGYSRI .COM
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Brass hilted monster head hangers were

in use with the British army from at least
the mid-to-late 17th century. Sometimes
they are fairly crude cast-brass and some
with a little more discernable detail. By
the mid-18th century, they seem to be
quite similar in form. A cast-brass hilt
and counterguard with a knuckle bow
and occasionally a branch, what looks
like twisted rope around the grip, and an
impressive pommel that looks like a monster’'s head. When issued out
they sometimes were engraved with regiment and rack numbers on
the counter-guard to identify the soldier to whom it belonged. These
markings add to the collector value and history especially if marked to
a regiment that fought in North America.

Before the American Revolution, battalion companies turned in
their swords, but they were still carried by the grenadier company of
a regiment. Not all regiments used the same form of sword, and it
was up to the colonel to choose
a pattern. My favorite British
martial sword is the cast
brass monster head. It just
has a certain look to it
and when worn with
the entire grenadier
uniform it helps add to
the impressive look of
the soldier.

One of these beautiful
swords is in the collection
of the Concord Museum
and it's provenance states
it was picked up on April 19,
1775. It is in very good condition
and marked on the counter-guard to the
10th Regiment of Foot. The expedition to
Concord on that fateful morning was led by
Lieutenant Colonel Francis Smith, commander

Historic Arms & Militaria
Bruneau & Co. Auctioneers

By Joel Bohy

and grenadier companies. The
sword was probably &AW &
carried by a member
of the 10th Regiment's

Cranston, RI grenadier  company
who after they
arrived in B o
Concord were

-
ordered to hold the South Bridge and g
search homes in the area for warlike
supplies being stockpiled in the town by the
Provincial Congress. After the fight atthe
North bridge which included the
light infantry company
of the 10th Regiment
and searching out b
and destroying what -y "y 25 S > o\ U
supplies they could .. geas== ~ '
find, British  forces
left Concord for their
return to Boston. As they
reached Meriam's Corner,
about a mile outside of town,
they were attacked by Provincial
minute and militiamen. This was the
start of heavy fighting that grew worse
as the day went on. We don't know who carried
the sword or where it was lost that day but it is a
great survivor of the expedition
to Concord and the start of the
American Revolution.

Antiques - Fine Arts - Unusual Objects

401 533 9980 - Bruneauandco.com

HIGHEST CASH PAYMENT FOR YOUR
F'ﬁ Gold, Diamonds., Coins,
. .lewelry and Other Valuables.\_~
Old Costume Jewelry Accumulations
We make house calls during the pandemic
Military Items,
Musical Instruments,
Oil Paintings,
Collectibles, Anything Unusual.
PYREX CASSEROLE DISHES & NESTING B(IWLS
CLEAR & COLORED—-HIGH PRICES!

SAFE ONE-TO-ONE BUYING AT OUR CONVENIENT LOCATION
50 Years in Bn‘une“ Established 1970 = Licensed and Bonded

precious

HIGHEST PRICES PAID!
Sell with confidence to a LICENSED

BUYING
and SELLING

Gold * Silver * Diamonds
Jewelry * Coins & more!
OLD, NEW OR BROKEN,

WE BUY IT ALL!

nd Jewelry

LIC #20!901 -001

§9 Looking to BUY VourColetle )

etals dealer.

bj e .l ew e 'S , We are actively purchasing 537 Pontiac Aventie,
enter "& HOUSE CALLS FOR YOUR CONVENIENCE. GOMIC BOOKS Cranston, R
i TOYS - RECORDS (401)781-5017
161 5 Warwick Avenue o Warwick OPEN: 1450 Atwood Ave, Suite 10, Johnston, Rl 02919 q g
Rl At Hoxsie 4 Comers (Gateway Shopping Center) Mon.-Sat. 401.525.CAS$H (2274) We are looking for collections large & small.  thetimecapsule@mail.com
#90304 738-6099 11AM-5PM MON. 10AM-GPM - TUES.-SAT. 5:30AN-6:30PM = CLOSED SUNDAY Call to let us know what you have. Open 7 Days - 11am to 7pm
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ALL-DIVISION TEAM: Steven Finegan picks up some yards this season. (Photo by Alex Sponseller)

Sports

Happy New Year to our
readers at Beacon Com-
munications. It's incred-
ible how fast the holidays
always sneak up on us and
how quick the season al-
ways seems to fly by.

Like every year, late
December is a time of re-
flection and I have spent
the last few days thinking
about how great of a sports
year 2021 was, despite us
still clawing our way out
from under the ongoing
pandemic.

Here is a look at some
of my favorite things from
2021:

I would say the best
game that I covered had to
be the football state cham-
pionship between Hen-
dricken and La Salle, and
I am referring to the one
back in November, not the
spring.

The two teams were the
clear cut best in the state
and for the first time in
awhile, the Rams were
considered the favorite
heading into the matchup.

Sure enough, the game
delivered and the two
clubs would need all four
quarters to decide a win-
ner in what ended up be-
ing the highest scoring
state championship in

u u u . .
state history. It was a thrill-
| Iv I s I O n O O a ing, back and forth game
from the get-go and Hen-

squads unveiled

FROM STAFF REPORTS

son, and many locals made the cut. ~ Hendricken’s Teighan Jeremy, Alex

Bishop Hendricken’s
Durand was named to the Divi-
The RI Football Coaches’ Associa- sion I-A First Team on offense as
tion recently unveiled its All-Divi- well as teammate Oscar Weah. Also
sion selections for this past fall sea- making the first team on offense is

Morin and Peter Bibby.

Bless Nyanneh made the de-
fensive first team for Hendricken,
along with teammate Kamalie Pem-

dricken would run away
with it in the final minutes
to pull off the upset. The
rivalry is as strong as ever
and it was great to see an-
other incredible chapter
between the two teams.

In terms of my favorite
teams, there are too many
to narrow down to just
one. I will go through the
ones that stand out the

DIVISION - PAGE 19 most, starting with the

Looking back
on the year

My pitch

by
ALEX

SPONSELLER
SporTs Epimor

ALEXS@
RHODYBEAT.COM

more recent ones.

I have a ton of respect
for what the Johnston foot-
ball team accomplished
this fall. After being steam-
rolled in the Division
III championship in the
spring, the Panthers re-
turned in the fall without
their best player in Tom
Zednik who graduated,
but would go on a late-
season surge to reach the
playoffs and take a game.

Although Johnston’s run
ended at the hands of the
eventual champion Nar-
ragansett, the Panthers
went from being a second-
tier team at midseason
to becoming a legitimate
contender by the playoffs.
Then on Thanksgiving,
they swooped in on two
days’ notice to replace Toll
Gate in the Warwick Bea-
con Bowl and pulled off a
big upset against Pilgrim.

Although Pilgrim fell in
the semis, I do not think
it would be a stretch to
say it was the second best
team in Division III. John-
ston traveled to Warwick
and made it look easy on
Thanksgiving day. The
Panthers were really a fun
team to follow this fall.

Another team that im-
pressed me was the Pil-

| PITCH - PAGE 17

JGSL enjoys
record-setting year

By PETE FONTAINE

In keeping with its brief, yet terrific tradition, the
Johnston Girls Softball League’s Rhode Island Rockets
wrote one of the town — and state’s — special sports suc-
cess stories of 2021.

So much so, in fact, just when it looked like the JGSL’s
three traveling teams would not host its 3 Annual 50
Innings of Softball to continue raising money for breast
cancer research due to the ongoing COVID-19 pandem-
ic, the Rockets knocked it out of the park for the highly-
acclaimed Gloria Gemma Breast Cancer Research Foun-
dation.

A total of five teenage girls’ softball teams — along
with the Bay State Blitz and KNB Rox of Massachusetts
— smashed all previous fund-raising records and after
what JGSL President Lisa Calabro called “a long, 12-
hour day of softball, the donations were tallied and we
$12,000.”

Which was, as representatives from the five traveling
teams concurred, “a far cry from the first year back in
2019 when we only raised $1,700.”

] JGSL - PAGE 17

S o e e

FANTASTIC FUNDRAISERS: These are the players who rewrote the state’s sports history book by raising over
$20,000 for breast cancer research during the unique and highly-successful 2021 50 Innings of Softball that was
played at Wood Lake Park in Johnston. (Submitted photos)
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m Pitch

(Cont. from page 16)

grim girls tennis team.
Heading into the playoffs,
it looked like the Lady Pats
would be one and done as
they drew No. 2 Saint Ray’s
in the opening round. Pil-
grim pulled off the upset
and would later beat Central
in the semis.

Lincoln School wound up
beating Pilgrim in the cham-
pionship match, but Pilgrim
really caught fire down the
stretch and had a chance to
get the job done.

I have spent a lot of time
talking about the Cranston
East girls basketball team
from last winter, but I will
have to give the group one
more shout out here as well.

Last winter, with five
games left on the regular
season schedule, it looked as
if the Lady Bolts would have
to win four, maybe even all
five of their final contests
to qualify for the playoffs.
They did just that, winning
five straight then even pick-
ing up a postseason win.

This was one of the big-
gest surprises this year, as
East entered the year look-
ing like a low-end team with
little hope of making the
playoffs. Not only did the
team earn a playoff berth,
but it won at home and be-
came a scary team in the
process. It was one of those
classic examples of the pow-

er of momentum late in the
season.

I'd say the biggest upset of
the year had to be the Crans-
ton West baseball team beat-
ing Bishop Hendricken in
the Division I playoffs.

West had a good team,
no doubt, but Hendricken
was the clear favorite to take
it all and the Hawks were
at home. I remember that
day ... I was covering the
Pilgrim-Toll Gate opening
round and as I was waiting
to get my postgame inter-
views, I heard the parents
start buzzing about how the
Hawks were upset down
the street.

I couldn’t believe it and
even asked the coaches if
they had heard the same
thing which they did. One
of those times when I was
genuinely surprised, which
does not happen often in
high school sports. Any-
thing can happen, but that
one stunned me.

In terms of my favorite
performances, I have nar-
rowed it down to two.

The first, not in order nec-
essarily, is Brandyn Durand
in the spring football state
championship.

Primarily a defensive line-
man, the Hawks deployed
the All-Stater as a running
back which ultimately paid
off as he was a force all af-
ternoon. The Rams had
no answer for him as he
rushed for a touchdown.
Meanwhile, he continued to

dominate on the defensive
line and would ice the game
with a pick-six.

I'll always remember that
play because he ran right
down the sidelines where 1
was standing and I was able
to get the front page photo.
One of those pictures that I
will always remember.

The other performance
that stands out to me is Pil-
grim’s Alyssa Twomey in
the softball playoffs.

Not only was Twomey
lights out in the circle, but
she came up huge at the
plate including a game-seal-
ing home run in the semifi-
nals. Twomey was a force
and carried Pilgrim in the
playoffs.

I could go on and on
about the good things we
saw in 2021, but unfortu-
nately, I must cut myself off
here. We are still working
our way back to normalcy
and have a ways to go, but I
am thankful that we got the
sports that we did this year.

As we enter 2022, let’s
continue to be safe, make
good decisions, and take
advantage of every oppor-
tunity that we have to enjoy
athletics. Nothing brings
people together like sports,
and during these tough
times, we need to be unified
more than ever.

Thank you to the athletes,
coaches and fans for mak-
ing my job as fun as any job
could be. I can’t wait to dive
into the new year.

MIGHTY MESSAGE: Johnston Mayor Joseph Polisena stands on the infield at Wood
Lake Park and welcomes all team players, coaches, and officials while thanking ev-
eryone for this “important fund-raising effort in honor of breast cancer research”

m JGSL

siastic husband and duo emphasized.
“We would also like to thank our RI

RHODE ISLAND' NEWSPAPER GROUE,

CLASSIFIED
ADVERTISING

Statewide
Coverage

HIRING - SELLING - BUYING

REACH OVER 130,000 HOMES

Help Wanted
Real Estate
Autos
ltems For Sale

Call 732-3100 L

/ Save Time.
Save Money.
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(Continued from page 16)

Perhaps even more impressive was
that last year the event took in $7,250.

So, as Calabro and her husband Der-
ek — who have led the Johnston Rock-
ets to become one of the most respected
traveling team organizations in South-
ern New England — explained: “imme-
diately following the last pitch in 2020
the coaches agreed that this year’s goal
would be $10,000.”

However, even the most optimistic
coach, as Lisa Calabro noted: “we were
all unsure if that would be a possibil-
ity with the uncertainty of COVID-19,
but we all pushed our girls to do their
best and that led to the extraordinary
amount of $12,000 that brought the
event’s three-year total to over $20,000
for breast cancer research.”

As the Calabros continued, while
announcing “we want to break an-
other record in 2022,” we have a lot of
THANK YOUS to send around.”

“Johnston Girls Softball would like
to thank the five teams — RRI Rockets
Blue, Red and White teams — as well as
the Bay State Blitz and BNB Rox — for
a great job on-and-off the field, raising
money for a great cause,” the enthu-

Rockets family for all their raffle do-
nations that resulted in over $1,000 we
added to this year’s total.”

After pausing and wearing her usual
special smile on her face, Lisa Calabro
added: “We also want to thank our
umpires — Justin Bazinet and Shawn
Cadieux — for their generosity of vol-
unteering their time. We look forward
to another successful event next year
and YES, we hope to surpass this
year’s total.”

Thus, as Derek Calabro added: “I
can’t believe it’s been three years for
our 50 innings of softball. It's an abso-
lutely rewarding experience for every-
one involved; the players, coaches, par-
ents, super sponsors and supporters ...
who have all been part of a two-fold
program of softball sportsmanship that
gives all our girls the opportunity to do
something special for other people.”

When asked if there was a winner
after 50 innings of softball, Derek Ca-
labro wanted it known: “That’s really
not important; each of the five teams
played three, 12-innng games and two,
7-inning games and we give all the
girls an award and the memory of rais-
ing money that will further enhance
breast cancer research here in Rhode
Island.”

Raymond

Pezzullo

Law Offices

FAMILY LAW
LANDLORD/TENANT LAW
WILLS
DEBT COLLECTION

401-275-0669
1200 Hartford Avenue ¢ Suite 117
Johnston, RI
CREDIT CARDS ACCEPTED

Schedule now and receive

10%O0FF your first service!

Ocean State

LANDSCAPING

Lawn Maintenance
Tree/Hedge Trimming
Mulch/Stone Work
Junk Removal
...and Much More!

FREE Estimates Within 24 Hours « Licensed & Insured

489-9665 -

489-9665

Business Card
DIRECTORY

This Week s
Featured Business...

RHODYPRINTS

PROMOTIONAL PRODUCTS
Embroidered Apparel - Screenprinted Apparel

Uniforms « Drinkware - Magnets - Calendars
Pens - Banners - Padfolios « Holiday Cards
Key Rings - Tote Bags - Coolers - Watches

Flash Drives - and much MORE!

= Contact Bob Giberti
for all your promotional product needs:

401-585-0700 - BobG@rhodybeat.com
CREATIVE PRODUCTS « INNOVATIVE IDEAS « PERSONALIZED SERVICE

DePietro E fmg, Inc.

RESIDENTIAL/COMMERCIAL
ROOFING SPECIALISTS
CALL FOR SPECIALS!

Quality Work + All Phases of Roofing
No Job Too Small

Call John 573-9328

FREE ESTIMATES « INSURED « REG. #228:

50

Weatherproof Home
Improvement

Roofing - Siding - Windows

Dennis 732-9218

Fully Licensed/Insured Reg #31803

Family-Owned/Operated
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Pets/Animals 630
Pets Needing Homes 635
Animal Care 640

NOTICES MERCHANDISE FOR SALE 320
005 Announcements 200 Bazaars/Flea Markets 330
010 Notices 202 Craft Items/Sales 340
015 Devotions 205 Yard Sales 350 Pet Services 645
030 Child Care Offered 210 Free Merchandise 370 Free To Good Home 650
040 Child Care Wanted 215 Misc. For Sale 655
050 Business Services 220 Antiques/Collectibles BUSINESS OPPORTUNITIES 660
060 Lost & Found 225 Boats & Motors 400 Businesses For Sale 665
070 Misc. Wanted 230 Building Materials 405 Business Opportunities 670
075 Entertainment 235 Coins/Jewelry 410 Business Opportunities Wanted 680
080 Personal Services 240 Cameras 420

Rooms For Rent 705
Duplex for Rent 710
House For Rent 720
Commercial Rentals 730
Store/Office For Rent 740
Storage Space 750
Vacation Rentals 760
Marinas 770
Wanted To Rent 780
Roommate Wanted 790
House To Share

Investment Property

Mobile Homes For Sale

Land For Sale

Vacation Property

Florida Property

Real Estate Wanted

Real Estate Financing/Services
Condominiums For Sale

House For Sale

Auctions

085 Counseling
090 Classes/Instructions
095 Tutoring

243 Business/Office Equipment
245 Computers

250 Firewood/Fuel/Stoves

255 TV/Entertainment

490

Money To Lend 690
REAL ESTATE

Employment Service

EMPLOYMENT

700

Commercial For Sale

900 BUSINESS SERVICES

AUTOMOTIVE 260 Musical Instruments 500
100 Autos Wanted 265 Furniture 510
110 Auto Repair 270 Appliances 520
120 Auto Parts 275 Clothing 530
130 Autos For Sale 280 Bicycles 540
135 Mini Vans For Sale 285 Sports/Exercise Equipment

140 Trucks/Vans For Sale 290 Machinery/Tools RENTALS

150 Motorcycles For Sale 600 Apartments For Rent
160 RV's/Campers For Sale PETS/ANIMALS 605 Rentals

170 Auto Rent/Lease 300 Dogs For Sale 610 Condos For Rent
180 Auto Insurance 310 Cats For Sale 620 Garage For Rent

Help Wanted

General Office

Medical Help Wanted
Sales Help Wanted
Jobs/Situations Wanted

Please Check Your Ad!

We make every effort to carefully proofread all advertisements, however, we ask you to check
your ad the first time it appears. If you find an error, call 732-3100 so that we may correctitin
the next publication. Sun Rise shall not be liable for errors or omissions in, or failure to insert,
any advertisement for which it may be responsible beyond the cost of the actual space occu-
pied by the item in which error or omission or failure too insert occurred. Advertiser will be
entitled to refund of advertisement price or insertion in next issue at advertisers's option.

500 Help Wanted 500 Help Wanted 500 Help Wanted
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500 Help Wanted

JAY PACKAGING
GROUP

S900 SIGNING BONUS®

*Signing Bonus is available to new employees for the successful
completion of their new position as a packer or material handler.

500 Help Wanted 750 Real Estate Wanted _

LEAD PRESCHOOL TEACHER:
Part Time. Johnston. Must have
ECE degree. Rl teaching certificate
or special education w/12 credits in
ECE. Call 944-1285 or 255-5451.

WE BUY HOUSES: Any condi-
tion!! Quick sale!! House needs
work? We don’t mind. Call 401-
595-8703

WE
MAK

Call Amanda to place
your ad by phone
732-3100

HIGHILAND MEMORIAL PARK
CEMETERY
Ground Crew — General Utility — 7 a.m. - 3:30 p.m.
Health Plan, Dental Plan, 401k Plan

Contact Robert Branch, Supem’ntendent
401-231-9120

Located in Warwick, RI, we are a leader in the printing and packag-
ing industry, providing our customers with packaging solutions that
stretch the limits of technology while delivering products in a timely,
consistent and cost-competitive manner. Our customer base is grow-
ing and we need motivated individuals to join our team and help to
create innovative visual display packaging. These positions are full
time and not seasonal positions.

Office Assistant (Part-Time)
Asbury United Methodist Church
Warwick, Rhode Island

Asbury Church is seeking an Office Assistant (Part Time -12 hours) to provide Administrative Support for a
busy church office. In this highly visible role, you will provide administrative support for the Church Office,
specific duties include: greeting visitors, answering calls, designing weekly bulletins, and assisting with other

ofﬁlced duties. Eept:]rting dirzotlyT :]n the Pastfurl, thedﬂdﬁice AflsLstadnt Wli” maintsin z:icgurate records and fli(les, Hand Packers Press Feeder 8.57x11”
including membership records. The successful candidate will be detail oriented and have experience working - -
with the public and in an office environment, as well as be proficient with computers, specifically the Microsoft ]-St, 2nd & 31'(1 Shlft Off Shlfts 1 Side 50¢(+ tax)
Office Suite of programs. This is an excellent opportunity for anyone interested in a part-time role to work in .
a professional environment that offers a flexible schedule. Material Handlers 2nd Shift finishing 2 51de 75¢ (+ tax)
Interested applicants can email a cover letter and resume to: ashuryumeri@gmail.com. . -
or you may mail your information to: ].St, 2nd & 3rd Shift Supervnsor 8_5”X14”

Diane Newman Goins | c/o Ashury UM Church | 143 Ann Mary Brown Drive | Warwick, RI 02888

CLASSIFIED
ADVERTISING

Statewide
Coverage

1 side 75¢ (+ tax)
2 Side $1(+12L\)

BLACK & WHITE ONLY

Shipping Manager Facility Manager

Maintenance Mechanic
Stop in at

BEACON
COMMUNICATIONS

We offer a competitive benefit package including Blue Cross Blue
Shield and Dental, VSP eye care, company-paid life insurance, 401(k),
savings plan, vacation/holidays, and employee recognition programs

RHODE ISLAND NEWSPAPER GROURJ

HIRING * SELLING - BUYING in addition to a safe, clean working environment.
Help Wanted : 1944 Warwick Ave.
Rei'j;;ate 1 Mena Raso, Senior Human Resources Warwick, RT 02889

100 Warwick Industrial Drive, Warwick, RI 02886

Monday-Friday 8:45-4:30
Fax: 401.244.1398 - e-mail: mraso@jaypack.com

(CASH ONLY)

 Save Time.
" Save Money.

ltems For Sale

Call 752-3100

N ADVERT

e $1.00 for each additional line

e Bold Face First Line of ad for $2.00 per week
* Does Not Include Employment Ads

Run your ad for 4 weeks or more & SAVE 50¢ per week

4 Lines / *12°”

NAME PHONE

ADDRESS cITY STATE zIP
AMOUNT ENCLOSED $ CHECK # #

OF WEEKS ADISTO RUN DATE D D D o
# _ . ol EXPIRATION DATE: 3DIGIT CODE

\ DR n » BER OR P ATICO AR n 0 BI A BLO B : DRD OR 2 D EA D ATIO AR 0

1)
2)
3)
4) $12.00/Week
$14.00 w/Bold
5)
$13.00/Week
$15.00 w/Bold
6)
$14.00/Week
$16.00 w/Bold

MAIL COMPLETED FORM TO:
Johnston Sun Rise Classified Dept.
1944 Warwick Avenue * Warwick, Rl 02889
email: AmandaN@rhodybeat.com

DEADLINE:
TUESDAY
at 10 AIM

JOHNSTON
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BUSINESS

SERVICES

929 Home Improvements

945 Painting

Weatherproof
Home Improvement
Interior/ Exterior Painting
Roofing * Siding * Gutters * Decks
Dennis
732-9218 w0

Levine Painting Co., Inc.
Commercial < Residential
Interior & Exterior
Painting = Wallpaper
Nathan Levine 736-0600
Reg. #7140 (Cell) 323-6100 msured

933 Electrical

948 Plastering

Valco Electric
Residential Specialist
Electrical Upgrades
Trouble Shooting & Repairs
Prompt & Courteous Service

401-921-3143
Lic. #A3990 AmEx/Disc/MC/Visa Insured

Harold Greco Jr.
Plaster Perfection
ALL Small Repair Specialist
Emergency Water Damage Repairs
Historic Restorations
Painting
Senior, Veterans & Cash Discounts
Integrity & Passion
ALL MAINTENANCE

936 Handyman

John’s Construction

Handyman Services
Painting ¢ Windows
Carpentry
942-1729
15% OFF next project with ad.

Reg. #24655 ~  Insured

Reg. #4114 %  Member BBB *  Est. 1946

call now! 738-0369

949 Fencing

Murphy’s Maintenance
Painting ~
Interior/Exterior
Carpentry
Powerwashing
Houses & Decks

465-7663 reg. #20638

Reilly Fence Inc.
Professional installations of
Vinyl @ Wood e Aluminum
Chainlink Fences
Insured @ Free Estimates
Call 228-3647 Reg. #40392

953 Oil Tank Removal

939 Moving & Storage

R.L. Davis Movers, Inc.

Residential - Commercial
Packing Services & Supplies Available
5% Senior Discount
Serving All of New England

401-463-0006

Lic. #MC134 Insured

Why wait for your oil tank to leak?
Old oil tanks removed
Licensed Rl Waste Transporter
Drum Disposal
Newton B. Washburn, LLC.

Insured @ Reg. #27176 @ #RI877

401-647-9606

960 Storage

940 Snow Removal

Snow Removal
for Driveways &

Walkways
By Snowblower & Shoveling
Ice Melt Available

401-924-2999

STORAGE CONTAINERS
For Rent. Stationary at
Johnston location or mobhile.
We can bring to your
location for monthly rental.
Very competitive, fast &
reliable service. Call for
our pricing & incentive
programs for long term use.

401-837-0048 or 401-663-0174

965 Rubbish Removal

943 Landscaping

Complete
Landscaping
Grass Cutting
Masonry Work
All Work Guaranteed
Jake 374-3695

Free Estimates Reg. # 37648

House Junk Removal
Garages - Basements
Small Demolitions
Reliable Service
Reg. #2983 & Insured

286-0505

945 Painting

Fall Cleanups
House - Cellars - Yards
Garages - Moving?
Anything hauled away, some for FREE!
30 yrs. - Reliable Service!

741 -2781 1ic. #7379 - Insured

C & J Painting
Interior/Exterior
Powerwashing
Free Estimates
Jason e Craig

378-8525 o 743-2554
Reg. #22833 Insured

YARD DEBRIS, JUNK

REMOVAL & MORE
10, 15, 20 & 30 Containers
placed at your location.
Competitive rates. Reliable, courteous
service. Call for pricing & availability,
1st 401-626-8737
2nd 401-837-0048.

BLACK SEA BASS: Catching keeper black sea bass is difficult after June and July in our Bays as the
water warms and large fish move to cooler waters in the lower Bay or offshore. (Submitted photo)

Workshops and public hearing
on 2022 regulations

By CAPT. DAVE MONTI

If you want to provide input on recreational fishing regu-
lations in state waters you won’t want to miss upcoming
meetings. Two workshops, a hearing and the Rhode Island
Marine Fisheries Management Council meetings have been
scheduled to discuss recreational fishing regulations. The
meetings will address regulations on species recreational
anglers love to catch and eat.

Important regulatory issues anglers are advocating for
include starting the black sea bass season earlier in June
or in May and what the tradeoffs are with the fall/winter
season? Concerns for the tautog fishery in light of an abun-
dance of large females with great spawning potential being
killed? And why can’t anglers catch and keep more than
three bluefish, particularly small snapper blues which are
traditionally fished for by families in our covers and har-
bors?

The Rhode Island Saltwater Angler Association (RISAA)
leaders met in December with DEM officials to express
their concern about recreational regulations for 2022. Since
the meeting the Council and Board approved measures
for 2022 regulations including a 28 percent black sea bass
Recreational Harvest Limit (RHL) reduction coastwide; a 33
percent reduction in scup; and up to a 18.5 percent liberal-
ization of the RHL for summer flounder. All of these actions
will likely result in RI and MA fishing regulation changes
for 2022. However after vetting at state meetings these
measures go through the Commission/Council process and
NOAA with conservation equivalency proposals.

Greg Vespe, RISAA Executive Director, said, “Even

though we may have a reduction we would like to see the
black sea bass season start earlier this year. We have rec-
ommended this for years to give Bay and shore anglers an
opportunity to catch keeper sized black sea bass (larger than
15 inches). These fish are in the mid and upper Bay in the
spring, but once the water warms at the end of June and
July thy leave for cooler/deeper water in the lower Bay and
offshore.”

DEM is working on black sea bass scenarios along with
others that RISAA discussed with them in hopes of present-
ing some viable alternatives at the workshop on January 4.
Anglers are urged to attend this meeting (in person or on-
line) and express their opinion on proposed regulation op-
tion.

DEM'’s Division of Marine Fisheries will hold the regula-
tory workshops at 5 p.m., Tuesday, Jan. 4, and one on Mon-
day, Jan. 10, 2022, in anticipation of a public hearing to be
held on Feb. 7, 2022.

As noted above, the purpose of workshops is to provide
opportunity for feedback on regulatory amendments, and
to offer an opportunity for new proposals to be provided
for consideration. Meetings will be both in-person and
virtual. For agendas and background material visit www.
dem.ri.gov/programs/marine-fisheries/rimfc/index.

hp.
F ”Il?he agenda for the Jan. 2, 2022 meeting includes discus-
sions on regulation management for recreational black sea
bass, scup and summer flounder. As well as recreational
and commercial tautog; recreational and commercial striped
bass as well as floating fish trap management; recreational
and commercial bluefish; and shortfin mako regulations.

Business Services

ads start at

$32|week

for 4 or more weeks in the
Johnston Sun Rise, Warwick Beacon &

Cranston Herald
(All 3 papers for one low price)
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(Continued from page 16)

berton. Cranston East’s Dante Pare-
dez-Martinez was named to the de-
fensive unit as well.

Cranston West’s Marcus Chung
was named to the Division I-B First
Team for offense.

Pilgrim’s Connor Widmer was
named to the Division III First Team
on offense, along with teammates
Andrew O’Leary, Austin Kilduff and
Alex Pinheiro. Johnston’s Joey Ac-
ciardo also made the offensive unit.

Pilgrim’s Danny Halliwell made
the Division III First Team on de-

fense, along with teammate Brady
Burke. Johnston’s Steven Finegan
and Ryan Schino also made the de-
fensive team, as well as Toll Gate’s
Joseph Pankowicz.

Making the Division 1-A Second
Team for East was Carlos Cedeno,
LaQuinton Kelley and Nate Lopes.
Representing Hendricken on the sec-
ond team was Garrett Burke, David
Lynch, Andrew Noland, Andrew
Picard and Rushaune Vilane.

Representing West on the Division
I-B Second Team were Dimitri LeB-
lanc and Domenic Schiavulli.

Pilgrim’s Kenny Irizarry, Marcus
Pascual, Matt Santos and Brandon
Whitman made the second team for

Division III, along with Toll Gate’s
Christopher Scalzo and Miguel Gon-
zalez. Representing Johnston on the
second team were Phillip Costan-
tini, Dylan Martins and Malakai Qui-
nones.

Making the Division I-A Third
Team was Hendricken’s Joel Felix
and Luke Mead, along with East’s
Peyton Ginolfi and Devin Smith.

Steven Girouard and Derek Roc-
chio were named to the Division I-B
Third Team.

Johnston’s Anthony Gawlik and
Joseph Forte made the Division III
Third Team, along with Pilgrim’s
Dylan Roberts and Jacob Smith, and
Toll Gate’s Zack DeCorpo.
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PROPANE FILLING STATION

21 621-8129 caiphi

ALL
PROPANE
TANKS | *Open 7 days a week Be Saf
F|1|LELFE£ * Open all year G R / €~
« English & Spanish LL!

904 Manton Ave. * Providence (IN FRONT OF STOP & SHOP)
Phil.Johnston32@gmail.com * www.jfcpropane.com

INVEST IN YOUR COMMUNITY.

Shop Tocally

i FOR GOLD

'Nardone Painting Co.

: INTERIOR AND EXTERIOR WORK
Roofing, Siding and Windows
NOW OFFERING: Carpentry,

1 5
I A\ |
I Kitchen & Bath Remoleling & Hartwood Floors -
: Over 40 Years Experience — Quality Work "

I LICENSED & INSURED “

1

401-943-1675 )

I Luciano Nardone 27 Tweed Street, Cranston

Mention This Ad For $500 OFF Exterior Painting Jobs ($2500 & Over)

WET LEAKY BASEMENT?

* PUMPS INSTALLED * UNDER FLOOR DRAINAGE
* FOUNDATION & BULKHEAD REPAIRS ¢+ MOLD REMEDIATION
LET A PROFESSIONAL SOLVE YOUR BASEMENT WATER PROBLEMS

(401) 516-3641

www.DivConServices.com

Diversified Services RI Reg. #9386

1

1

1

i

i

i

i

WE'LL BE OPEN: i
Christmas Eve 8am-1pm |
i

i

i

i

i

i

1

6401-270-7371 =

Breakfast, Lunch & Dinner

Christmas Day 8am-1pm
New Year’'s Eve 8am-1pm
New Year’s Day 8am-8pm

1031 Plainfield Street
ﬁ\ 1LB T-Bone
B8 Johnston, RI02919 gyon Dinner1799

] Open Daily 8AM-8PM ONLY

IF YOU WEAR GLASSES READ THIS!

55, OO [Hanes
Q EYEGLASSE

|q OO Z Selegt In-Stock Frame < Single Vision|

Frcctes D@$ |

1168 Warwick Ave.

Warwick % 75 |

I 463-7100 |

| Mon.-Thur. 10 a.m. to 6 p.m. W |
Fri. & Sat. 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. ohn L. Spaziano , iion

LS et | e

New and Used
Products
And Gear

.
453 Atwood Ave., Cranston 1‘ )
944-9380

Place Your Ad Today

~ Reach
, LOCAL
Customers!

ONLY ($1500 PER

10-week commitment

%

WEEK
)

3.42"x2" ad
FREE COLOR WHEN AVAILABLE

|

BUYING and SELLING

Gold ¢ Silver « Diamonds ¢ Jewelry * Coins
OLD, NEW OR BROKEN - WE BUY IT ALL!

ICES PAID! Sell with confidence
ch;::;l E{IggNSED precious metal dealer.

SENRI 1450 Atwood Ave, Suite 10, Johnston, RI 02919
COLECTIBLES 401.525.CAS$H (2274)

MON. 10AM-6PM  TUES.-SAT. 9:30AM-6:30PM < CLOSED SUNDAY

Licensed
Inspection Station

WE BUY
JUNK CARS

We Strive
To Keep You Rolling

auto repair
service

401°481:9415
®

INSURANCE, INC
Vincent S. Podmaska
Agent, Vincent S. Podmaska Insurance Agency

vinny@grahaminsuranceinc.com L_‘_

411 George Waterman Rd.
Johnston RI

1465 Atwood Avenue * Johnston, R1 02919
Tel: 401-273-8700 © Fax: 401-273-0477

YOUR HOMETOWN OIL COMPANY

Warwick Oil /Valley Fuel Inc.
1343 Main Street, West Warwick Lic. #345
823—8113 Lic. #444

- 24-Hour Emergency Service
< No Credit Card Fees
- Bulk Ultra Low Sulfur Diesel

Same Day Deliveries
CALL US BY 11:00 AM

RI LIHEAP Vendor
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